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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Philadelphia, May 29, 1854. 
My pear Pastor :— 

Thave been reqnested by the Session of our Church, to express to you 
their thanks for the exceedingly appropriate and interesting sermon, 
delivered by you on the occasion of the dedication of our new house of 
worship on Broad Street, to the service of the triune God, on Sabbath 
morning, April 30th. 

Satisfied that such reviews of the way in which the God of our fathers 


has led us during the past, are well calculated to induce one and all of our 
congregation to rely more steadfastly and exclusively on His promised 
presence, as our best and only hope for future prosperity, and bel 
we fully do, that the publication of your discourse in connection with the 
two other most appropriate sermons on the same day, will greatly promote 
the cause of Evangelical truth, I do most respectfully request that you 
will furnish our Session with a copy for this purpose. Praying that the 
God of your father may be your God and guide, 
Lam, reverend and dear Brother, 
Yours for Christ’s cause, 
Gxrorcr H. Srvarr, 
Stated Clerk of Session, 


ing as 


To Rev. Taropore W. J. Wrur, 
Pastor of First Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia. 


Philadelphia, May 31st, 1854. 
My pear Brorner :— 

While I regret that the discourse delivered at the dedication of our new 
church, was not more worthy of the oceasion and the audience, it gives 
me pleasure to find that it has not been unacceptable. With the hope 
that it may tend to increase the attachment of all our congregation, 
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to that testimony which God gave unto our fathers, and commanded them 
to make known to their children, and with the earnest prayer that we may 
enjoy that divine presence which was the strength and consolation of 
those men of God who haye gone before us, I submit it to your disposal. 
T remain, with great regard, 
Truly yours, 
T. W. J. Wyte. 


G, H. Srvarr, Esq, 
Clerk of Session of First Ref. Pres. Church, 
Philadelphia. 


DISCOURSE. 


«The Lorp our God be with us, as he was with our fathers ; let him not Ieave us, 
nor forsake us.”—1 Kixes 8 : 57. 


Tue Temple erected by Solomon rivalled, if it did not surpass, 
in splendor, any building of ancient or modern times. It occupied 
a conspicuous position on the summit of Moriah, and its walls of 
polished marble, and its roof glistening with gold, excited the ad- 
miration of all who beheld it. It was adorned magnificently 
within ; its beautiful pavements, its lofty galleries, its gorgeous 
furniture, were remarkable for elegance and grandeur. An amount 
of money (about five thousand millions of dollars, 1 Chron. 29 : 4-7) 
so great that some have supposed there must have been a mistake 
in the record of it, was expended in its erection. It was considered 
proper that “an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob” should 
attest, by its materials and its structure, the grateful adoration of 
his peculiar and beloved people. It was felt that it would be an 
unworthy offering to present to God, that which cost but little to 
the worshipper, since “all things came of him, and it was only of 
his own that his people could give to him” (1 Ch. 29: 14). “The 
house that is to be builded for the Lord,” said David, “must be 
exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout all coun- 
tries,’"—“‘for the palace is not for man, but for the Lord God” 
(1 Chron. 22 : 5; 29: 1); and while some might have objected to 
the costliness of the edifice, or the splendor of its appearance, He 
to whose service it was dedicated, condescended to accept the con- 
secration of the treasures which were lavished, of the toil and skill 
which were exhausted, in erecting it, as a testimony of the love and 
reverence of his chosen Israel. 
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But, beloved brethren, however splendid the Temple was in its 
external appearance, the King of Israel felt, and every intelligent 
and pious worshipper felt, that more than the material and the 
visible was necessary and desirable. That which would give to the 
house of God its chief glory, would be the presence of Jehovah 
there. This had been manifested in times of old to the patriarchs, 
and this had been displayed in the Tabernacle in the wilderness. 
This had given strength and consolation to the true worshipper in 
past ages, and it was ardently desired now. Hence, therefore, this 
earnest supplication, “The Lord our God be with us, as he was 
with our fathers.” 

This prayer, beloved brethren, expresses, we are sure, your sin- 
cere desire, as you meet to-day for the first time, in this house of 
God. You have freely dedicated to the Lord the money, the time, 
the toil, which have been required in its erection. You have cheer- 
fully consecrated it, by no superstitious ceremonies, but by your 
own free appropriation of it, to the holy service of the Lord our 
God. But, commodious as it is in its situation and construction, 
you cannot be satisfied if the divine presence be not here. In 
other places you have enjoyed this, you desire to enjoy it still. 
Your prayer is the same as that of Solomon and the men of Tsrael, 
“The Lord our God be with us, as he was with our fathers.” 

It is the presence of the Lord our God which we desire, the pre- 
sence of the Great, the Good, the Glorious, as he is united to us in 
an indissoluble union by the eternal covenant of grace; as he is 
manifested in the Lord Jesus Christ, our divine Redeemer. In 
the infinitude of his perfection Jehovah never can be seen by any 
creature, but he can and does reveal himself in the Lorp Jesus 
Curtis, “who is the brightness of his glory and the express image 
of his person.” When we pray that the Lord our God be with us, 
we pray that God may reveal himself to us in Christ, as our own 
God, as our reconciled friend and father, regarding us as his dear 
children, providing for all our wants, protecting us from all evil, 
purifying us from all unrighteousness, preparing us by the sanctifi- 
cation of the spirit, and the belief of the truth for the faithful 
performance of all the work he has given us to do on earth, and 
for glory, honor, and immortality with himself, hereafter, in heaven. 

This text, then, may lead us to consider the evidence that God 
has been with our fathers, and the encouragement which we have 
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that he will also be with us. And let it be noticed here, that we 
stand not separated and isolated from the generations of the past to 
whom God’s presence has been youchsafed. We form a part of 
the great household of faith. We claim connection with that holy 
confederation which God established when our race was young, and 
which he has so wonderfully preserved in existence and in action 
until the present time. Although not of the seed of Abraham ac- 
cording to the flesh, we do belong to “the Israel of God.’ This 
high lineage, these holy honors, these heavenly privileges, we can- 
not, we will not, forego. Doubtless, O Lord, thou art our father, 
though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not : 
thou, O Lord, art our father, our Redeemer. Thy name is from 
everlasting” (Is. 63 : 16). We take our position to-day with Solomon 
and the men of Israel who assembled together at the dedication of 
the Temple, and we pray that the God of those holy men from 
whom they sprung may be ow God as he was their God. And 
we enlarge the line until we bring it down to the present time, and 
as we consider what God has been doing ever since, we behold aug- 
mented evidence that he has been with our fathers always, and we 
derive increased encouragement to believe that he will be with us, 
as he has been with them. 

And now, that we may see that God has been with our fathers, 
let us unroll the records of the past. Let us go back to the 
primeval abode of the human race, that lovely garden which the 
Lord God planted in Eden for the residence of sinless man. 
Secluded from all that could cause suffering, surrounded by all 
that could cause enjoyment, holy and happy, man lived near to God. 
How free, how delightful, how exalting was this companionship! 
Clouds might obscure the sunlight, night might robe the world in 
darkness, but the light of Gop's countenance was always manifest. 
During this period, alas ! how brief it was, pre-eminently, the Lorp 
was with our fathers. 

But when the fatal act of disobedience was committed, and sin 
had entered into our world, did not Gop withdraw himself? No, 
brethren, even then, though man could not see him, his gaze of 
love was still upon the fallen and the miserable. “ He remembered 
us in our low estate.” His “ everlasting arms” were still encircling 
us. “His thoughts were thoughts of peace, and not of evil.” “ He 
saw there was no man, and wondered there was no intercessor, 


8 


therefore his arm brought salvation ;” and when that solemn voice 
yas heard in Eden, announcing the awful penalty of man’s trans- 
gression, even then redemption was proclaimed, salvation by the 
sufferings of a divine substitute for the sinner. Stricken, despair- 
ing, penitent, our first parents hear with surprise and joy; they 
believe the glad tidings; they accept the proffered Saviour. To in- 
dicate by an impressive representation the way of salvation, and to 
testify the faith of the true believer, sacrifices are instituted, and 
regular forms of worship are established. Even in the brief re- 
cords of these early ages, we may observe the evidence that reli- 
gious services and holy days and sacred places were connected with 
the worship of Gop. The flaming sword at the entrance of the 
garden was probably the glorious emblem of the divine presence. 
The cherubim, perhaps, represented man redeemed and glorified. 
The place where these mysterious symbols were divinely established, 
seems, from the term employed in the original language, to have 
been a sacred tabernacle. ‘The process of time,” or “end of 
days,” when Cain and Abel presented their offerings, was probably 
the holy Sabbath. ‘The bleeding victim was a type of “the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world.” The Church of the 
living Go was formally established and regularly organized imme- 
diately after the fall, composed at first of only two individuals, but 
to become a great multitude which no man can number: alittle stone 
to become a great mountain, and fill the whole earth: a grain of 
mustard seed to become a lofty tree, and overshadow all the 
world. 

Direct manifestations from heaven, showed that God was with 
our fathers in these early times. Was He not with Abel when He 
testified of his offering, probably consuming it by fire from heaven? 
‘Was He not with Enoch, who walked with Him, and whose remark- 
able translation gave evidence that he pleased God? Was He not 
with Noah, who found grace in His sight, when all the rest of man- 
kind had sunk into such deep depravity? Was He not with Abra- 
ham His friend, whom He raised up from a nation of idolaters, to be 
‘a witness of His truth, and to whom by the “smoking furnace,” and 
the “burning lamp,” passing between the quivering pieces of the 
slaughtered victims, he represented the arrangements of the everlast- 
ing covenant, the holy Father, the suffering Son, the parties in that 
covenant, ratifying and establishing it, by the great sacrifice to be of- 
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fered upon Calvary? Was he not with Job, in whom deepest humility, 
and strong fuith, and noble fortitude, were so remarkably combined? 
Was he not with Jacob, whose agonizing yoice we almost hear, 
while he endeavors to detain the angel who appeared to him at 
Peniel, as he cries out, “I will not let thee go except thou bless 
me?” Was he not with Moses, who with no other weapon than the 
yod of God in his hand, demanded and obtained from the haughty 
Pharaoh the emancipation of three millions of bondmen? Was he 
not with Joshua, who led Israel to so many victories, and with all 
those heroic men whom God raised up to be saviors of their oppressed 
and desolated countrymen, and was he not with Samuel, the pro- 
phet of the Lord, and with David, the sweet singer of Israel, the 
man after God’s own heart? Was not the Lord our God with 
all of these, with all our fathers, so that when Solomon appeals to 
the annals of the past, he can produce evidence enough to show 
that the Lord had indeed been with the fathers, that he had never 
left them, nor forsaken them. 

Nearly three thousand years have passed since that great and 
exultant multitude filled the courts of the Temple. The holy and 
the beautiful house has been burnt up with fire: the ploughshare 
of the Roman soldier has been driven over the massive foundation 
walls of the second temple: and now the sullen Moslem guards 
suspiciously the sacred place, and will not permit the weeping 
Israclite even to set his foot upon the holy ground. And yet God 
has been with his people ever since, and he will be with them 
always, even to the end of the world. Apostate, divided, captive, 
oppressed, “ Israel was not forsaken of God, though their land was 
filled with sin against the holy one of Israel.” (Jer. 51: 5). There 
was still a remnant who maintained the truth of God, and with whom 
God's presence was like Goshen light, when all around was dark- 
ness. And even when the shadow of death palled the land of 
Naphtali and Galilee of the Gentiles, and the sacred city itself, 
and all the holy land, and all the world; even then the light of 
life began to shine more brightly ; the day-spring from on high 
visited the earth, the Lord Jesus “ the sun of righteousness arose 
with healing in his wings.” ‘God was manifest in the flesh, jus- 
tified in the spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up into glory.” “The Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory as of the 
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only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” How close 
then was heaven to earth! Did it not seem as if the Almighty had 
indeed bowed his heavens and come down to us? How kind and 
yet how dignified, how exalted and yet how humble, how firm and 
yet how meek, how compassionate and yet how faithful, how mer- 
ciful and yet how holy, was the Lord Jesus in all his intercourse 
with man while he was incarnate on our earth. ‘Truly this was the 
son of God.” Well might his name be called “ Emmanuel, God with 
us.”” And still though the heaven has received that divine Saviour 
until the times of restitution of all things, God is with his people. As 
Jesus ascends from Olivet, leading captivity captive, he receives gifts 
for men, even for the rebellious, that the Lord God might dwell among 
them. These gifts he dispenses to his people, in the organization of 
the Christian Church, in the dispensation of his Spirit, in the full 
exercise of his mediatorial prerogatives, in making all things work 
together for good to those who love God, and are the called accord- 
ing to his purpose. When the day of Pentecost has fully come he 
qualifies his disciples, by a miraculous effusion of his Spirit, for the 
work which he had given them, Sustained by his presence and power, 
they go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 
All the jealousy and rancor of Judaism, all the coldness and subtlety 
of “science falsely so called,” all the pomp and power of pagan ido- 
latry, fall before the cross of Christ. The votaries of error renounce 
their delusions, or feign submission, or perish before the light and 
power of truth. Three centuries suffice to bring around the esta- 
blishment of the Christian religion as the religion of the Roman 
empire, and even those regions which the weary wings of its eagles 
could not reach, become submissive to the faith. But this has not 
been an easy or a bloodless victory. Multitudes have laid down 
their lives for the testimony of Jesus; the palace gardens are 
lighted by their burning bodies, the amphitheatre resounds with 
their dying groans, cayerns and catacombs and desert wilds listen 
to their prayers, while the holiness of their lives, the purity of their 
doctrines, the fervor of their faith, attest that a greater than human 
power sustained them, and demonstrate to all that God was with 
them. 

But now the period of the corruption of the church succeeds. 
‘The gold becomes dim, the most fine gold is changed. The spirit 
of the world, irreconcilable with a pure Christianity, intrudes into 
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the sanctuary, and soon expels the faithful ministers of Christ, 
and the faithful people to whom they ministered. Then “that 
wicked is revealed, that man of sin, and son of perdition, who op- 
poseth and exalteth himself above all that is called God or is wor- 
shipped,” arrogating to himself the honors and the offices of the 
only mediator, sitting in the temple of God and boasting himself 
that he is God. Yet, even then, are earnest voices heard, and 
strong arms lifted, to maintain and defend the cause of Christ, and 
even when silenced and vanquished they are not destroyed. The 
yalleys of the Alps, the bleak muirs of Scotland, the green fields 
of Ireland, are the abodes of honest, earnest, strong-hearted men, 
who are valiant for the truth, and who cannot be awed or bribed to 
renounce it or corrupt it. In this period of the depression of the 
Church, God manifests his presence by restraining Zion’s enemies 
from utterly destroying her. By his wonderful Providence during 
the succeeding period of the preservation of the Church, He 
shows that He still is with her, by sustaining her existence when 
brought so low as to be almost lost to sight. Rome endea- 
yors to extinguish the sacred fire with blood; but the gibbet, 
the scaffold, the stake, and all the dreadful tortures of her de- 
moniac inquisitors fail to triumph over the power of faith in 
Christ, and even when her dominion is the most extended, and 
her despotism most absolute, she still complains of heresy, and 
proves that the light is still alive. In this period of the Strug- 
gles of the Church, it was He who enabled his people to en- 
dure such a great fight of afllictions, to witness so good a confes- 
sion, and still to maintain the testimony of Jesus. Was not, then, 
God with our fathers during the reign of Antichrist? Did not 
his Spirit rest upon those men of renown whose names stand out as 
burning stars in the firmament of darkness? Was he not with an 
Augustine, a Patrick, a Columba, a Claude, a Gotteschalk, a Great- 
head, a Wycliff, a Huss? “The Lord our God was with our 
fathers.” 

And what but his presence could have awakened from their sleep 
of death, the nations which had drunk so deeply of the cup of the 
sorceress of Rome. When Zuingle, and Luther, and Calvin, and 
Knox, and other men of renown appear, it is because God is with 
his people, and raises up these noble champions for the truth. 
The period of the revival of the Church attests his presence. He 
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shows he “ has not forsaken Zion nor forgotten her; he has graven 
her upon the palms of his hands, her walls are continually before 
him” (Is. 49: 14, 16). He is separating the precious from the vile. 
“Thus saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts, the mighty one of 
Israel: Ah, I will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge me 
of mine enemies, and I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely 
purge away thy dross, and take away all thy tin, and I will re- 
store thy judges, as at the first, and thy counsellors, as at the begin- 
ning ; afterwards thou shalt be called the city of righteousness, the 
faithful city” (Is. 1: 24, 26). The bidden embers are uncovered 
and fanned to flame again ; the light shines brightly and purely ; 
every struggle beholds the adversary weaker, while the servants of 
the living God are stronger. And in the age in which we live we 
have reason to believe that the church has entered upon the period 
of triumphant progress. Enemies must still be encountered, but 
they will all be overcome; exertions must still be made, but the 
efforts of the church will be crowned with success. Conquering 
and to conquer, the Captain of our salvation goes before us, and 
we who follow him will enjoy the honors and the delights of vie- 
tory. 

It is not to be expected that the opposition to be made to the 
progress of the truth, in our day, will be but feeble and fluctuating. 
On the contrary, Satan is exasperated because his reign is to be 
short. The “confused noise, the garments rolled in blood,” indicate 
that the Lord of hosts is mustering the hosts to the battle. We may 
be, in this land, exempted from the severer conflict, but “even with 
us, even with us, there are sins against the Lord our God” (2 Chr. 
28: 10). The ery of the oppressed rises to the ears of the Lord 
of Sabaoth. Multitudes of our countrymen are forbidden bylaw to 
learn to read the Bible, and any who dare to instruct them are 
amenable to punishment. The tenderest ties of natural relation- 
ship are ruptured, the holiest bonds of religious association are dis- 
regarded, the strongest ‘inalienable rights” are trampled on. 
Well may we say, with a great statesman of the South, “We 
tremble for our country when we remember Gop is Just.” Ro- 
manism in Europe, slavery in our own country, are dark thunder 
clouds which brood above the church. We, as well as other nations, 
must confess that ‘our transgressions are multiplied before God, 
and our sins testify against us, for our transgressions are with us, 
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and as for our iniquities we know them. In transgressing and 
lying against the Lord, and departing away from our God ; speak- 
ing oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart 
words of falsehood. And judgment is turned away backward, and 
justice standeth afar off, for truth is fallen in the street and equity 
cannot enter. Yea truth faileth, and he that departeth from evil, 
maketh himself a prey. The Lord hath seen it and it hath dis- 
pleased him” (Is. 59: 12-15). We cannot expect that. we shall 
be utterly unpunished, but yet we may supplicate his mercy, and 
“who can tell if God will turn away from his fierce anger that we 
perish not?” (Jonah 3:9.) Our fathers trusted in him and he 
delivered them; he will deliver us, if we will also trust in him. 
The past has shown that he has been with our fathers, we may 
hope therefore that he will be with us. 
But it would not be proper, beloved brethren, to refer merely to 
the church in general. We might allude on this occasion, with pro- 
priety, to our own department of the Universal Church of God, and 
to our own congregation as a portion of that part. It is supposed 
that the gospel was preached in our fatherland about the close of the 
first century, probably by persons from Lesser Asia, who may have 
gone thither for commercial purposes, or perhaps were flying from 
persecution. The Christian religion made rapid progress, both in 
North and South Britain, although it encountered the opposition 
of the Druidical priesthood and frequently the hostility of the 
Roman rulers. In the beginning of the third century the king of 
Scotland professed Christianity, and about the year 277 heathenism 
was generally suppressed. Many who fled from the storm of per- 
secution in the reign of Diocletian found a refuge in Britain. The 
term Culdee was applied to the British Christians, being either a 
general designation of all who professed the gospel, or perhaps the 
denomination of those who devoted themselves in a more special 
manner to the service of God. The Culdees were noted for the purity 
of their doctrines, and the holiness of their lives. The gospel had 
been widely spread throughout the sister islands by their instru- 
mentality long ere the emissaries of Rome had touched the Bri- 
tish soil. 

The pure Culdees, 
Were Albyn’s earliest priests of God; 


Ere yet an island of her seas, 
By foot of Saxon monk was trod. 
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A great part of Britain and nearly all of Ireland, once the island 
of the holy and the learned, became evangelized, and missionaries 
were sent to the then barbarous and idolatrous regions of northern 
Europe. Rome’s efforts to extend her dark dominion over the souls 
and bodies of man were long and valiantly resisted, and it was not 
until near the close of the thirteenth century, that public opposition 
was suppressed. And still, we have reason to believe, in the seques- 
tered solitudes of Western Scotland there were some who faith- 
fully maintained the truth of God. There were reformers in Scot- 
land before the Reformation, and when the noble testimony of 
Luther against the Papacy was made known in Scotland, it was 
received with eagerness by many congenial minds. The lion- 
hearted Knox, the learned Melville, the noble Regent Murra 
all performed well their part in dethroning the usurper of Christ’s 
throne, and establishing the true religion. Who does not feel 
when reading the history of these times, that the Lord our God 
was with our fathers. Nor was his presence withdrawn when the 
attempt to suppress the independence of the church, and to reduce 
her ministry and her members under a prelatic yoke, was so cou- 
rageously resisted, and Christ’s right to rule in his own house and 
over his own people, was boldly asserted and maintained, when 
the claim of spiritual jurisdiction was denied to the civil power, and 
Jesus was proclaimed Head over all things to the church which is 
his body. In their sacred covenants, in their solemn assemblies, God 
was with our fathers. It was his presence which enabled them to 
raise aloft the banner of Christ’s crown and covenant. It was 
this which supported them in the bleak and dreary solitudes where 
they met to worship the Lord their God. This sustained them 
amidst the cruel tortures they endured, and while they languished 
in the dungeon, or when they suffered on the scaffold. They felt 
that the Lord was their helper, and that they need not fear what 
man could do to them. How noble was their stern unwavering 
adherence to the truth, how honorable the confession of their faith, 
how magnanimous the forbearance which they exercised under 
the most galling injustice and treachery, how pure their piety, 
how fervent their zeal for the glory of their God, and the honor of 
their Saviour. They were men of whom the world was not worthy. 

The Lord our God was with them, and when their faith and 
patience had been tried sufficiently, he appeared for their deliver- 
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The rod of the oppressor was broken, and the offspring of the 
ance, ors became outcasts and fugitives in the land where they had 
Ee the saints of God. But though the great mass of the nation, 
ae J out with persecution, acquiesced in a corrupt establishment 
Be ound religion, God was with our fathers, by enabling them to 
Serna pure and entire that faith to which they had pledged 
themselves in solemn covenant. For many years without a single 
for yet a longer period with only one, they still witnessed 


minister, 

a good confession: They were enabled to hold fast the form of sound 

words, and not be moved from their steadfastness. And now their 
s 


eyes haye seen their teachers, their ears have heard the joyful sound. 
« How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of those that bring 
good tidings, that publish peace, that bring good tidings of, good, 
that publish salvation, that say to Zion, Thy God reigneth. ‘ 

Tt is uncertain when or how the principles of the Scottish Re- 
formation were introduced into this country. Many of the faithful 
witnesses for the truth were sold as slaves, and thus brought to this 
western world. In various parts of the country persons were found 
who adhered rigidly and firmly to those covenants, which formed so 
prominent a feature in the Second Reformation. In 1743, a number 
of these assembled together at Octorara, in this state, about forty 
miles from this city, and there renewed the covenants with cere- 
monies similar to those which were connected with their former con- 
firmation. And to what did they bind themselves by these solemn 
acts? Simply to the faithful performance of every known duty, 
—in the language of the documents themselves, to promote “the 
common cause of religion, liberty, and peace,’—to maintain the 
supreme headship of the Lord Jesus Christ over the church he 
has purchased with his own blood, and over the nations of the world 
of which God has made him the Governor. ‘To this we, beloved 
srethren, are bound, and having obtained help of God, let us con- 
tinue always faithful witnesses for those holy truths, which our 
fathers contended for so earnestly, and which, as an invaluable 
legacy, they have transmitted to us. 1 

But we have evidence in the history of our own congregation 
that God has been with our fathers. About sixty years ago, a 
score of persons, assembled in a small apartment in a private house, 
formed all our congregation. Amidst many discouragements and 
disasters, the number has steadily increased, and now eight other 
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congregations have been formed from the original stock, while the 
numbers, the strength, the influence, of the parent church have al- 
ways been increasing. Those who know the history of this congre- 
gation must devoutly acknowledge that the Lord our God has been 
with our fathers. 

And now what encouragement does all this afford to us to believe 
that the Lord our God will be with us. An unchangeable God, 
what he has been, he ever will be, what he has done, he ever can do. 
May we not be assured that he will ever preserve his Church in ex- 
istence, that he will always provide for her a faithful ministry, that 
he will protect her constantly from her enemies, that he will propa- 
gate her throughout the world. The past shows that God has never 
forsaken his Church. There have always been faithful witnesses for 
Cunist, and there has always been a perpetual succession of faithful 
ministers. We may not be able to point out every link in the chain, 
but the promise of the Saviour, which can never be broken, shows 
that he is always with his people, even to the end of the world. 
The geologist, if he see here and there the vein of precious metal 
appearing on the surface, does not hesitate to assert that it runs 
continuously beneath. The man of science, if he finds that the 
electric fluid passes between distant points, does not hesitate to admit 
that there is an unbroken connecting medium. So we may be as- 
sured that there is this perpetual succession in the Church of the 
living God, and hence draw encouragement to hope that the Lord 
will still preserve his people, and bless his own inheritance. 

We are encouraged to hope that we may enjoy God’s presence 
here ina peculiar manner. “ How is it, said Judas (not Iscariot),” 
to the Saviour, “that thou wilt manifest thyself to us,and not unto 
the world?” There is a way, different from that in which he appears 
to other men, that God reveals himself to his own people. It is 
not suflicient for us that the ordinances be duly administered, it is 
not sufficient that numerous and respectful worshippers assemble 
here, it is not sufficient that all the good order of the house of God 
be duly observed ;—all this may be, and yet we may not feel that God 
is with us. We desire more than the outward form, we desire a 
spiritual manifestation of God in our hearts—a consciousness that 
he is near us, with us, in us. We feel encouraged to hope for this 
because God has been thus with our fathers. From his presence 
with them, we hope he may be present with us, so that the careless 
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and indifferent may be awakened, so that the sinner may feel his 
guilt, and be led to fly for salvation to the cross of Christ. And 
why, even while we are now speaking, may not the divine Spirit 
thus manifest his presence here, causing the impenitent to exclaim, 
«J have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine 
eye seeth thee, and I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 
} have sinned, and it profited me not. I will arise, and return unto 
the Lorv. Whereas I have done wickedly, I will do so no more.” 
O sinner, the Lord 1s in his holy temple: tremble in his presence, 
Jest his indignation burst forth against you. Acknowledge your sin- 
fulness; fly to Christ as your saviour. Can you come here where 
Gop is, and yet not feel how dreadful is this place? Can you be 
in God’s sanctuary, and yet remain his enemy? Determine then, 
here, and now, that you will break off your sins by righteousness. 
Return unto the Lord your God, and he will receive you. Other 
lords have had dominion over you: henceforth be called by H1s 
name. Join yourself to the Lord in a perpetual covenant. Believe 
in the Lorp Jesus Curist, and thou shalt be saved. 
We are encouraged also to hope for the promotion of peace 
and Jove and union and co-operation, if we enjoy God's gracious 
presence here. “For our brethren and our companions’ sakes we 
will now say, peace be within thee, Zion: because of the house of 
the Lord we will seek thy good.” In the presence of the Lord, 
subjects of controversy and dispute, which may have appeared to 
possess great magnitude and importance, will disappear as stars 
before the sunlight. Not that truth will be disregarded, or aban- 
doned, but that all will see “eye to eye.” Not that a mere formal, 
outward, paper union will be produced, but that all will be “like 
minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.” 
When all appear in the presence of the Lord, all will be together. 
Ascending the mount of truth, as the various companies of God’s 
people rise higher and higher, they come nearer and nearer, and 
when all reach the summit all are united on the same holy and 
delightful elevation. As the different tribes of Israel went up from 
all directions to the presence of the Lord, they approached 
each other as they approached the sacred city, and it was when 
they reached that holy centre that all met together. It is not by 
ceasing to advance, or by receding from our proper position, or 
by turning aside from the straight pathway that we may expect 
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soonest to unite with Christians of other departments of the Church, 
but by pressing forward ourselves, and urging them also to ‘ goon 
to perfection.” And it is only when a union is intelligent, and com- 
plete and cordial, that it will be comfortable or profitable. 

From the evidence which the past gives us of the power and 
the faithfulness of the Lord our God, we have great encouragement 
to anticipate the universal propagation of the religion of Christ. 
Christianity has triumphed over-the most formidable opposition, 
and, we are assured, that it shall become the religion of the whole 
world. On us, dear brethren, devolves in respect of this a most 
solemn duty. We are “put in trust with the gospel,” and faith- 
fulness to our God, and to our fellow-men, requires us to go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. The in- 
terest which you have manifested for so many years in this great 
object leads us to hope that your exertions to promote it will be 
continued and increased. ‘The consecration to this purpose of the 
collections to be taken to-day,* which you have made so joyfully, 
isa token for good. Abundantly has God recompensed you in 
spiritual and temporal prosperity, for the money and the men you 
have given to this great enterprise, and now that you offer the first 
fruits, received here, upon his altar, he will accept the sacrifice 
and cause a blessing to descend upon you so rich and plentiful 
that your cup will overflow with goodness. Be encouraged to 
greater liberality, to greater diligence, to greater self-denial. 
The success of your exertions is absolutely certain. You haye 
inscribed on your charter-seal the words Let Messiah rule, and the 
prayer is a prediction of its own accomplishment. As you enter 
this new edifice, in circumstances so auspicious, you feel that the 
Lord hath done great things for you, and are glad in consequence. 
O let it be your firm purpose, your unfaltering endeavor, to make 
known among the Gentiles the riches of his grace. ‘So God, even 
our own God, shall bless us, and all ends of the earth shall fear 
him.” 

Should we not be encouraged also to hope for the divine presence 


permanently and perpetually? “0, the hope of Israel, the saviour 
thereof in the time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger 
jn the land, and as a wayfaring man, that turneth aside to tarry for 
anight?” “He has made our mountain to stand strong by his favor ; 
jf he hide his face we must be troubled.”” Let us not consider it 
sufficient and satisfactory if we have occasional and transient mani- 
festations of the presence of God our Saviour here; we should 
desire this always, and “according to our faith, so shall it be to 
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. We have great reason for congratulation, and humble gratitude, 
to-day, dear brethren, that we come here not as a divided congre- 
gation, not with feelings of bitterness and discord, and strife in 
regard to any one. We have evidence that the Lord our God has 
been with our fathers ; we have encouragement to hope that he will 
be with us. It is seldom that such an enterprise as that in which 
we have been engaged is undertaken, or prosecuted, or consum- 
mated, with so much harmony and good feeling as we haye enjoyed. 
United then together in love, and respect, and confidence, in regard 
to each other, let us be all united to the Lord Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour. Let us then be “strong in the Lord and the power of his 
might.” “Our God has commanded our strength: strengthen, O 
God, that which thou hast wrought for us.” “Only fear the 
Lord, and serve him in truth, with all your hearts, for consider 
what great things he hath done for you.” “For the Lord will 
not forsake his people for his great name’s sake, because it hath 
pleased the Lord to make you his people.” arnestly seek 
that the Lord may be your God; that his face may shine upon 
us here; that here he may command upon us his blessing: that 
this sanctuary which we now occupy may prove to us the represen- 
tation of “a greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with 
hands, that is to say not of this building,” and that when we shall be 
removed as those of other days have been, we may like them and 
with them be made “pillars in God’s temple in heaven, to go no 
more out, to be for ever with the Lord.” 


# By appointment of the Session the collections on the Sabbath on which 
church was opened, amounting to nearly $800, were appropriated to foreign mis 
sions; the collection taken in the evening (which was $500) being specially de- 
signed for the Free Church College, in Calcutta, under the care of the Rey. Dr 
Duff. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Philadelphia, May 20, 1854. 


REVEREND AND DEAR Sir :— 

T haye been charged by the Session of the First Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of this city, with the agreeable duty of conveying to you their 
sincere and grateful acknowledgments for the excellent and appropriate 
sermon delivered on the afternoon of Sabbath the 30th day of April, 
on the occasion of the dedication of their new house of worship. I have 
been likewise instructed to request that you would furnish us with a copy 
of the same for publication. Believing that your compliance will greatly 
promote the advancement of Ohrist’s “Zittle flock,” T trust most earnestly 
that it will not be withheld. 

Praying that your labors in the cause of Christ may be abundimtly 
blessed, I am 


Reverend and dear Sir, 
Yours in the Gospel, 
Gro. H. Sruarr, 
Stated Clerk of Session. 
To Rev. Joun N, McLxon, D.D., 
New York. 


New York, June 8th, 1854. 
My pear Sir:— 

Yours of the 29th ultimo, conveying to me the acknowledgments of the 
Session of the First Reformed Presbyterian Church in the City of Philadel- 
phia, for the sermon preached by me at the opening of your new place of 
worship, has just come to hand. For the sentiments and feelings ex- 
pressed, and for the very gratifying terms in which they are conveyed, I 
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return you my most hearty thanks. ‘To have been with you amidst the 
persons and associations of the delightful occasion referred to, I regard ag 
one of the greatest privileges of my public life. It was good to be there, 
The memories of the scene with me will be perpetual. To the Session 
and Congregation of my highly respected Brethren of Philadelphia, to 
their Pastor, and to yourself personally and officially, I tender my best 


wishes for your welfare, while I place at your disposal the manuscript you 
have been pleased to solicit, 


TRUE RELIGION CONTROLLING THE WORLD. 


Tam, my dear Sir, 
Yours in the Gospel, 


(Signed) Joun N. M’Leop. 
Mr. Geo. H. Srvarr, 


Clerk of Session, . 


«Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
Kingdom.”—Luxe xii, 82. 


‘Tue ultimate author of divine revelation is God the Holy Spirit. 
‘Phe Scriptures are as much his workmanship, as is the earth which 
he reduced to order from chaos, or the heavens which he garnished 
with his hands. Man could no more have made the Bible, than he 
could have contrived his own anatomy, or painted the rainbow, or 
hung up the sun in his firmament of glory. These are all, and 
equally divine productions. It is true, indeed, that in giving a 
revelation of himself to the world, God was pleased to employ a 
created agency. Both angels and men have been contributors to 
the lively oracles. But if creatures spoke and wrote in presenting 
us the Scripture, it was as the agent under the direction of his 
principal. Their intellects and hearts, their memories and tastes, 
their tongues and pens, were all under the immediate superinten- 
dence of the blessed Spirit, and hence the Bible is no mere human 
preparation, but in very deed the word of God. “ Prophecy came 
not, in old time, of the will of man, but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” When, too, we aflirm as we 
thus do the plenary inspiration of Holy Scripture, we mean to in- 
clude the form as well as the substance. The language of the 
originals as well as the sentiment is from heaven. Just as God 
selected the form of creation as well as its material, and gave to 
that creation the robe of variety and beauty in which it now ap- 
pears, so he chose the form, size, and outward garb, as well as 
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the inner material of that blessed after-creation of his own, the 
Bible—best of books. The dress in which the daughter of Truth 
has come down from heaven, and presented herself to the world, is 
of no mere human manufacture, but of the Holy Spirit’s own em- 
broidery, prepared in the ivory palaces above. The revelation of 
God has a body as well as a soul; and although the latter is un- 
doubtedly superior to the former, the body too, like that of man, 
is God’s production, and bears upon it no little evidence of his 
power, wisdom, skill, and love. ‘Thus it is that the metaphors of 
the Bible are from God. ‘They are often found the covering of 
the grandest truths, and as we unwrap their drapery we find them 
enclosing some of the profoundest promises, and most far reaching 
predictions of divine revelation. The very immensity of meaning 
which they hold in their grasp is a proof of their divine original, 
And this is exemplified in the text: “ Fear not, little flock, for it ig 
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

Here is a combined figure of great simplicity, but it covers the 
whole present and future of the church of God. It is the divine 
Redeemer’s own selection, and was addressed originally to the few 
disciples who were then before him, and who constituted almost 
the entire visible church of the existing day. The terms employed 
are those of the greatest endearment, and express the infinite and 
unchangeable affection which the Good Shepherd exercises towards 
the sheep which he has purchased by his own blood. “Little 
flock,” as if he had said, my little flock, you are few in number, 
and poor in worldly resources. You are surrounded by numerous 
and powerful enemies, and you will be compelled for ages to make 
your way through the world in the face of an organized and relent- 
less opposition; but be not discouraged: it is the Father’s unal- 
terable purpose of love, that, at the appointed period, you shall 
possess a kingdom, nay, run kingdom, by way of emphasis. 

The doctrine of this text, as we understand it, is mainly this: 
Christianity shall one day be the dominant power of the world. 
Whatever may be the condition of the visible church now, the day 
is coming when true religion as taught and exemplified by her shall 
control mankind. 

Considered textually, this passage presents to us the following 
subjects of thought. 


I. The little flock ; 11. The kingdom which it is the Father's good 
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pleasure, they shall ultimately enjoy. Or to state the es ane 
yolved, without the metaphor, The present condition, an Future 
destiny of the Church of Jesus Christ. As to the present condition 
of the Church of Christ, we remark, ? , 

1. That the Church is small numerically. She is a Little flock. 
Evangelical Christendom is a very small minority of the existing 
jnhabitants of the globe. The present population of the world, 
according to the more recent, and we presume reliable statistics, is 
one thousand millions. Of these, seven hundred and forty millions 
are either Pagans or Mahometans, who are for all practical pur- 
poses, as regards our inquiry, heathen, “ without God, and without 
Christ in the world.” ‘heir religion a falsehood. Their morals 
immorality. Their physical condition most degraded, and their 
doom perdition. And thus upon the very threshold of the investi- 
gation, we are struck with the most oppressive thought, that by 
far the large majority of the human race are the bond slaves of 
Satan the god of this world, and crowding in masses the broad road 
that leads to the ruin of the second death. Of the remaining mil- 
lions of the globe, ten are said to be unbelieving Jows 3 and one 
hundred and eighty-five millions are either Romanists, or mem- 
bers of the Greek church, both of whose religions are highly 
corrupted forms of Christianity, and, constituting together the 
great anti-Christian opposition to the true church of Jesus Christ, 
predicted in the word of God. This leaves but sixty-five millions 
of the inhabitants of the earth, or about one-sixteenth part of” 
the whole population, to cover Protestants of all names and creeds. 
And yet we must carry the sifting process further than this, and 
exclude even from these diminished numbers, the infidel and irre- 
ligious of nominally evangelical Christendom, the fundamental 
errorists who deny the head, Christ, and teach another gospel, 
which is not another, and the mere formalists in Zion, who “ have 
aname to live but are dead.’”” When we do this, we reduce the- 
true church of Christ on earth to a proportion so small compara- 
tively, that we are almost afraid to state it lest we err. ‘Truly, 
the real friends of Jesus Christ now on earth are a little flock 
compared with the multitudes whom the adversary Teads captive at 
his will. The spot of green pasture where feed the little flock, 
and where exist the wells of salvation, at which they drink for their 
refreshment, is everywhere surrounded by wastes of desolation, 
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that seem to be almost immeasurable by man, and where rage 
tinually those storms of sinful passion which pollute and poison, 
but never purify man’s breathing atmosphere. Our earth has be 
ruined by its apostasy from God. The kingdom is to a g 
degree usurped by the adversary. The church of Christ is to 
most of his subjects unknown. And when man cannot ignore it 
entirely, it is corrupted, persecuted, refused. And yet Christianity 
is intended for the world. It is suited to the world. It presen 
the only redemptive system which the mind of God has devised ff 
the relief of the world, and it shall, at the appointed period, control 
the world for its eternal salvation. 

Is the question asked, “By whom shall Jacob arise, for he is 
small?” Hear the answer, as it comes from the Most*Excel 
Glory: “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, sa 
the Lord.’’ But, as the Church is small in number, so is she a 
2. Small in pecuniary resources. As Satan controls to so g 
a degree the men of the world, so he also in a similar degree 
trols the purse of the world, and uses it to sustain the institugion 
of his own despotic kingdom. This thought, too, is expressed 
the text. The little flock of that day were poor, destitute of 
a ayaba, the good things of this life spoken of in the context; 
their very destitution made the Saviour love them the more. WI 
he himself, God’s own eternal Son, came down from heaven to 0 
world in the exhibition of the only real incarnation of Deity w 
the’ universe shall ever see, he was pleased to appear in cireun 
stances of the utmost poverty. ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ, thongl 
he was rich, for our sakes became poor.” Of him it is said: Th 
foxes had holes, and the birds of the air had nests; but the Son o 
man had not whereon to lay his head.” We do not hear of 
handling money while on earth; and once, when he needed a smi 
coin to pay the tribute to the existing government which he wou 
not offend unnecessarily, he brought it, by a miracle, in the mouth 
of a fish, from the depths of the Sea of Tiberias. And who 
the disciples by whom he was now surrounded? ‘They were 
poor fishermen of Galilee. For the first three hundred years after 
the ascension of the Saviour, his best friends formed the poorest 
part of the Roman Empire. And from that period, through the 
whole dark reign of the Antichristian apostasy to the time of 
Protestant Reformation—nay, down to the present hour. 
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rest have been and are the poorest churches. We know, indeed, 
that there is a vast amount of pecuniary resources in nominal 
Christendom ; and for the existence of these she is indebted to the 
indirect influences of true religion, as it operates as the great 
civilizer of mankind. But where is the large proportion of the 
wealth of the nominally Christian Church to be found? Is it in 
the treasury of the little flock, and available to carry to the nations 
the message of salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord? Is it in 
the hands of the self-denying agents of those benevolent societies 
which are the glory of our age, as they are the auxiliaries of the 
Church of God in her labors to bring Christ and the salvation 
which he offers in-immediate contact with every creature? No, 
my Christian brethren; it is piled away in the gorgeous and 
imposing architecture of ecclesiastical buildings, or locked up in 
the revenues of the nationally-established churches, or expended 
upon the extravagances of private establishments, whose owners 
seldom think that they must soon be called to leave them for the 
graye. And thus God's bounties are abused, and the Gospel can- 
not be preached to the world, and the destitute must be left to die, 
and the building of the temple of the Lord, that must embrace all 
nations, postponed to another generation. Behold Christianity, 
as she travels abroad over the world on her errand of merey! she 
still gocs, as in times of old; “without purse, without serip, and 
without two coats to meet the changes of various climates where 
she preaches the word of the living God.” There are petty states 
among the nations and confederacies of the world—nay, for aught 
we know to the contrary, there are individual men—who possess 
larger revenues for their own purposes than are found in the hands 
of the true Church of Christ, to be used for effecting all the high 
moral objects for which her being is sustained upon the earth. 
And yet, after all, the Church has perhaps had all the pecuniary 
resources with which she could have been safely intrusted, with the 
limited amount of spirituality by which she has heretofore been 
distinguished. The time will come when there will be no want of 
the means to carry the Gospel to the world; and then the spiritu- 
ality of the Church will be so largely augmented that there will 
be no danger of her corruption by worldly influences. When true 
religion, in the day promised, controls the rest of the kingdom, it 
will control its treasury. 
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But, 3 The Church is small as to worldly influence. Sm 
numbers and in pecuniary resources, she is small also in the 
mation of unsanctified men, who have no proper appreciati 
her character. This thought, too, is undoubtedly included in j 
figure before us. As our Lord was despised and rejected of 
so also are his true disciples. How little concern have the natic 
of the world manifested for the Church of God, from the day 
the heathen Romans crucified upon Calvary the Lord of glor 
the present moment! How little have her interests entered 
their calculations of home aggrandizement, of foreign eonque 
of commercial colonization! How often have they persecute 
almost to extinction, while they crushed her beneath the iron hi 
of their ruthless despotism! And even when they have app 
to be her friends, how often have they caressed but to deceive 
In our own country, how frequently is it the case that the 
politician, with his own selfish ends to answer, affects to deg] 
the Church and her ministry, and will not listen to her voice 
she raises it in favor of the public morals, and of national integri 
in governmental transactions! And yet, with all the 
seeming indifference of men to the little flock of Jesus Christ, it 
for her sake the world itself is preserved in being, and her Reds 
reigns over all things for the advancement of her interests. 
are all the nations of the world, with their schemes of selfish poli¢ 
their unsanctified civilization, and their unprincipled confed 
to extend and maintain their dominion over men? They 
the scaffolding, and the inferior ministry which God is ple 
use in the erection of the building of mercy, his own great w 
from everlasting. And when the building shall be completed, t 
servants will be dismissed, and the scaffolding be thrown d 
and much of it be committed to the burning. God's esti 
persons and things is often very different from man’s. Men 
their ignorance and depravity, may treat with contempt the lil 
flock, but, in God’s estimation, Zion is “the perfection of bea 
and the joy of all the earth.” Glorious things are spok 
thee, O city of God!” And among them, the promise 0 
kingdom. We consider— 

IL The Future Destiny of the Church of Christ.—It is } 


of God that the visible church shall be the depository of the gra- 
cious character of the world, in every generation. The visible 
church has the kingdom of grace. She ts the kingdom of grace. 
« At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the Lord.” 
She is the kingdom of grace, because she is the chosen residence of 
the Spirit of grace. Into her, as to his chosen temple, the third 
Person of the adorable Trinity has come down. This is his appro- 
priate home among men; here are seen his stately steppings, and 
here he gathers the trophies of his victory. Since the day of Pen- 
tecost, when, as the promise of the Father, he was poured upon 
the Church, he has remained within her to convert men to God, to 
edify the redeemed, to hold ungodliness in check, and to secure to 
God the Trinity, the revenue of worship and glory which is de- 
manded from every generation. Christ’s own promise was, as he 
passed far above all heavens with his holy human body, “TI will 
send my Spirit, the comforter, and he shall abide with you for 
ever.” He occupies the place on earth of the corporeal presence 
of our Lord, and therefore we see no necessity for, as we find no 
satisfying revelation of, a visible, bodily appearance of Jesus Christ 
to reign on earth, and to reduce men to submission by sensible dis- 
plays of his glory. Certainly, there is an adequacy of power in 
the hands of the Holy Spirit, with all the commanding resources 
of the economy of redemption at his disposal, to accomplish all 
that is promised to the Church on earth, and all that belongs to 
her final preparation for the celestial glory. Spirituality is now 
the great want of the world. Its abundant and adequate supply 
will give to the world the millennial character. The Church, too, 
isthe kingdom of grace, because she possesses the means of grace. 
To her God has given the Bible, to her belongs the ministry ; with 
her are the sacraments, and all the other furniture of the school 
that educates the chosen of God for glory. And hence it is, that 
God has made the Church the home of the saintship of every age, 
the gathering-place of his elect of every generation. We would 
‘Tot interfere with the reserves of the divine mind on this subject, 
if such there be, but still we cordially subscribe to the declaration 
of the excellent standard of the common Presbyterianism here, 
that the Church is “The visible kingdom of Jesus Christ, out of 
which there is no ordinary possibility of salvation.” “ God added 
involves, we remark, 1. The kingdom of grace. It is the ple daily to the church of such as shall be saved,” and he will find out 
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his own election, and bring them to himself from age to age, 
bringing them also to the throne which he has established on Moun 
Zion. Some of Christ’s redeemed may be found incorporated wit 
anti-Christian establishments, in which, perhaps, they have bee 
born. Others may be buried amidst the mass of heathen min 
And others may be hidden away in the inaccessible corners 
barbarous nations ; but be they where they may, the blessed Spi 
whose special prerogative it is to guide the redeemed to Jesu: 
Christ, will find them out and bring them to salvation, through g 
connection with his church more or less direetly established. And 
here is the special and most honorable service of the missionary 
the papal or pagan nations. As he passes to the foreign field) 
and is instrumental here and there, in bringing men to God, 
becomes the connecting link of that golden chain which binds 
elect sinner to God's covenant society on earth. Nay, even a few 
leaves of the Bible, tossed by the winds and waves upon the heathen 
shore, or the single religious tract, instinct with the vitalities of 
the gospel, may become the means of leading the subject of Jehi 
vah’s mercy to the house of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of truth.” But, further, the Churel 
is the kingdom of grace, because she is the centre of gracious H 
fluences to the world. ‘ Out of Zion—God has shined ;” and Hi 
will continue to shine “until the whole earth is filled with his 
glory.” If the world has not heretofore been converted to Jesus 
Christ, it is not because there is any deficiency in the constitution 
of the Church of God, as it came from the hands of her only Head. 
Nor is it on account of any want of adaptation in the authori: 
means of grace to the ever-changing aspects and states of th 
world, as it advances in its progress; nor is it because the river of 
gracious influence which runs through the garden of God has been 
exhausted. The Bible is here, the ministry is here, the sanctified 
membership is here, and, above all, the Holy Spirit is here. Let, 
then, the men to preach the Gospel be produced,—let the means be 
supplied from the treasuries of the churches,—let the influence of 
the Holy Spirit be communicated in answer to prayer, and the 
work will be accomplished. The means of grace, administered by 
gracious men under the guidance of the Spirit of grace, are fully 
adequate to give a gracious character to the world, and to show, 
on the largest and grandest scale of which this globe is capable, 
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that “ where sin abounded grace did much more abound,” and that 
it is God’s design that “ grace should reign through righteousness 
unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” ‘This reign of grace 
is the subject of promise to the little flock. Christianity even in 
jts feebleness, the little flock in its poverty, the Bible even in its 
scanty distribution, have brought the knowledge of salvation to 
God's people of all past generations; and God has never been 
thwarted in any of his purposes by the criminal inactivity of his 
friends, or the open opposition of his foes. But to the past we 
need not recur, except to receive its lessons of instruction. Behold 
the future! It is full of encouragement. Sce the water of life 
as it is found in the wells of salvation, established by God in his 
Church on earth! It rises to the surface, it overflows their sides, 
it breaks forth everywhere into refreshing streams; the thirsty 
nations drink and are saved, as they accept the invitation from the 
Lord the Spirit, “Ho! every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters.” But, 
2. The kingdom promised to the little flock involves universal 
moral influence. In the seventh chapter of the Book of Daniel, 
remarkable visions of the future are presented to our attention. 
There we behold a picture painted by a celestial pencil. It is the 
little flock taking possession of the kingdom. “I saw,” says the 
Prophet, verse 13, “‘in the night visions; and, behold, one like the 
Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven—and there was given 
him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages should serve him.” And again, verse 22, “And 
the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.’ This is 
further described, verse 27, where it is added, “ And the kingdom 
and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most 
High.” The kingdom here presented, we believe, is the same as 
that which is promised to the little flock. Nay, even in terms they 
identify—“ The Most High” is the same as “ the Father ;” ‘the 
people of the saints” are the “little flock ;” and “the kingdom” 
described here is that which is spoken of, also, in the prediction of 
our text. And what is this kingdom? It is evidently not the 
kingdom of grace, for that has always been in and with the Church, 
and that which is referred to here is bestowed at a specific time. 
“When the thrones were cast down.” Nor is it the kingdom of 
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glory, for it is something to be enjoyed on earth; and nations 
distinctions are still in existence, which will not be the case in 
heaven. Nor does this kingdom involve the amalgamation of 
Church with the world, or the world with the Church, for we ar 
assured, that even after the kingdom has come into possession of 
the saints, still there will be dominions upon earth which will seryg 
and obey the Most High. The kingdom, then, which the saint, 
shall take, and which it is the Father’s good pleasure shall be 
given to the little flock, is universal moral influence over mankind, 
The giving of the kingdom, and the taking of the kingdom, by th 
saints of God, is a great, commanding, far-reaching metaphor, 
design of which is to declare, that true religion in the hands of the 
Church of God, shall, at the proper period, control the world 
We cannot enter into minute expositions of the prophecy, but w 
add, that the possession of this kingdom involves a vast increase 9 
numbers. The little flock shall be so enlarged as to embrace the 
great majority of mankind. So other sacred prophecies assure us, 
“ All shall know him, from the least even to the greatest.” ‘Thy 
people shall be all righteous. ‘The little one shall become a thou- 
sand, and the small one a strong nation.” ‘There is power in m: 
jorities. Unsancetified majorities have made themselves felt with 
crushing power upon the world in all past ages. But now the 
scene is reversed, God's people shall no longer be a little flock, but 
an immense multitude, in all nations. A multitude of living, 
active, earnest Christians, sanctified by the Spirit of God, con= 
strained to holy activity by the love of Christ, and devoting all 
they possess to the service of the God whom they worship. And 
now the heathen shall be Christ's inheritance,—the unbelieving 
Jews shall embrace the true Messiah,—the anti-Christian nations 
shall seek salvation from the true and only source, and all God’s 
enemies shall be in their turn a small minority, and compelled 
feign submission. The power of majorities will now be emplo; 
to promote truth and righteousness ; all oppression shall cease, 
and the rights of both God and man be universally recognized and 
respected. 
But there is another characteristic of this prevalent kingdom 
The pecuniary resources of the world will be consecrated to the ser- 
vice of God. Poverty will no longer be an attribute of the flock 
of Christ. When nations born in a day shall give themselves, they 
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shall also give their wealth to God. “ The kings of Tarshish and 
the Isles shall bring presents; the kings of Sheba and Seba shall 


Sanctified wealth shall flow into the Church of God, 
and holiness to the Lord be inscribed on the treasuries of the 
nations. At this period too, Satan's kingdom shall be destroyed. 
The god of this world will be dethroned, and confined in the bottom- 
less pit by the power of the Mediatorial angel; he shall deceive the 
nations no longer. ‘The little stone cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands, shall become a great mountain, and fill the earth.” ‘The 
kingdom of God, which is not meat and drink, but righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost,” shall be the prevalent 
kingdom of the world. \ 

The power of true religion to bless mankind even in the present 
life has never been duly understood in past periods of the world’s 
history, but now it shall be felt on the largest and grandest scale. 
The Bible shall have its place in the halls of legislation, on the 
bench of justice, and in the hands of the executive magistracy, 
as the law paramount for man. ‘The business, the education, the 
polities of the world shall be regulated by its principles, and men 
universally acknowledge the Lord Jesus as the “Prince of the 
kings of the earth, and the governor among the nations.” 4 

This day we believe is fast approaching. The storm of war is 
about to break over the Eastern continent. The tramp of gather- 
ing armies even now shakes the shores of the Danube and the 
Euxine, and as its echoes float across the ocean, and reach our 
ears, they tell us of the strife of blood. It is more than probable 
that the war experiment is about to be tried to a greater extent 
than ever it has been tried before. And that Satan is about to 
make his last great effort to bruise the heel of the woman’s seed 
before his own headship is bruised and ruined. The crumbling 
despotisms of the earth which have often shed the blood of the 
little flock must come down. Anti-Christian thrones of iniquity 
must submit to theirjudgment, and the saints must possess the king- 
dom under the whole heaven, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it. By this breaking up of ancient systems of false religion and poli- 
tical tyranny, the way will be prepared for the establishment of the 
reign of righteousness. When these are removed, and man is left, 
it may be, in astonishment and wonder, to seek a better way, give 
him the Bible, show him the way of salvation by Jesus Christ, teach 
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him the beauty of holiness, let the Spirit of God be poured for 
upon him with promised abundanee, and elevated, sanctified, save 
he shall be prepared for self-government in cordial submission 
the claims of the universal kingdom. The Father’s good pleasuy 
is accomplished. He has given the kingdom to the little flock 
True religion controls the world. 

But there is one other statement to be made, without which o 
view of this subject would be entirely defective. The kingdo 
promised by the Father, is 4 

The kingdom of glory. Even the millennial state, Christians, j 
not heaven. There will be imperfection, labor, sin, even when th 
saints possess the kingdom. The fold of Christ's perfected flo 
is in the better country. Here grace is consummated in glory, an 
personal and social religion are perfect. Behold the little flo 
now become w vast multitude, which no man can number; it repos 
in the paradise above, beside the river of the water of life, and be 
neath the branches of the tree of life, whose leaves are for 
healing of the nations. Or to have recourse to the other metaphe 
of the text, it now possesses the kingdom prepared for it from b 
fore the foundation of the world. It shares in the honor of Imm; 
nuel’s throne. Father in heaven, “thy kingdom come!” 


church, the father gone to his rest, and here is the son of the man 
who aided him in the opening exercises of the other house of prayer, 
who is also his successor in the same pulpit where he preached ee 
truth of God. ‘Instead of the fathers shall be the children, 
says our God; and he has been faithful to his promise. It is said 
of Dr. Alexander M’Leod, that when he was about to conclude the 
service which had been assigned him on the day referred to, he 
struck the pulpit with startling emphasis, and, as his voice of com- 
manding eloquence rang through the building, he uttered an 
anathema upon the man who would preach any other gospel than 
that of Jesus Christ, which had been preached there that memorable 
day. And, blessed be God, no other gospel has been proclaimed 
there till the hour its oceupancy ceased. No other gospel will be 
uttered here, we are persuaded, so long, at least, as this pulpit is 
yours. The way of our fathers is the way of truth. They have 
placed in our hands the legacy of a precious system. Let us well 
and truly transmit the same to our offspring. Is the question 
asked, “The fathers—where are they ? and the prophets—do they 
live for ever?” Without hesitation we reply, They are gone to 
their reward. They repose in the kingdom of immortality. They 
do live for ever; not here, indeed, amidst the imperfections of 
earth, but there, in the unclouded glories of the beatific vision. 
Let us follow the footsteps of the flock, and we too shall be brought 
to the green pastures, which are watered by the river of life, in the 
Paradise above. 


Allow me, my Christian brethren, to congratulate you, in con 
clusion, on the highly auspicious circumstances in which we m 
to-day. You have recently left your ancient temple, where yous 
long worshipped God, and where a generation served him. Yo 
have come to the ampler accommodations of this spacious am 
beautiful erection, and you have already invoked the presence at 
blessing of the same God which the fathers served in the oll 
sanctuary. We invite you to no superstitious ceremonial of ext 
nal consecration, but to a re-dedication of your immortal person 
and your services to God in Jesus Christ, while you open 
spacious hall of audience and its connected apartments to the li 
worshipper. 

It is worthy of remark, that when, more than thirty-six year 
ago, your former sanctuary was opened for the worship of God 
the services of introduction were performed by the fathers of th 
two men who have been addressing you in the similar work 
to-day. There is your own pastor, succeeding, in the pulpit of 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Philadelphia, May 10, 1854, 
REVEREND AND DEAR FRIEND :— 
Ata recent meeting of the Session of the First Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of this city, the pleasing duty was assigned to me of tendering to 
you on behalf of themselves, as well as the people of their charge, their 
united and heartfelt thanks for the very able and peculiarly seasonable 
sermon, delivered on the occasion of the dedication of their new house of 
worship, on Sabbath evening the 30th ultimo. It was still further made 
my duty to request your permission for its publication. 
T most sincerely hope that you may be induced to lend us your aid in 
the publication of this discourse, believing as I do, that the great truths 
which were so prominently brought out, are not only highly important in 
themselves, but particularly suitable to the present condition of the Church 
and the world, and that their wide circulation may by the blessing of 
God, do much to promote the purity of His worship, and at the same time 
arouse the Church to increased exertion for the conversion of the world, 
from the worship of dumb idols to the worship of the only living and true 
God. 
‘That the great Head of the church may continue still more and more to 
bless your labors in the cause of our common Lord and Master, and spare 
your valuable life long for still greater achievements, on behalf of our 
adored and risen Emmanuel, and that at last you may receive the plaudit 
“yell done good and faithful servant” is the prayer of 
Your affectionate Friend, 

Gzorcr H. Sruarr. 


Stated Clerk of Session. 
‘To Rev. Avex. Durr, D.D. 


Free Church Missionary, from Caleutta. 


New York, May 12th, 1854. 
My very DEAR FRIEND. 


T have only time simply to acknowledge the receipt of your note, request 
ing permission, on the part of your session, to publish the discourse which 
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I preached at the opening of your New Church, and soliciting my 
in the publication of the same. To this request I shall cheerfully 
so far as T ean—praying God that his richest blessing may descend on. 
faithful ministration of the gospel, in the House so recently dedicates 
his blessed service. 
Yours, very affectionately, 
ALEXANDER 

To Mr, Geo, H. Srvant, 
Clerk of Session. 


DISCOURSE. 


CuristIAN Frrenps AND Breruren :— 

We have this day assembled, for the first time, in this edifice, for 
the public worship of the great Jehovah. The occasion is alto- 
gether a peculiar one; it is naturally expected, therefore, that the 
services should be somewhat peculiar also. In the previous part 
of the day, we have had the privilege of enjoying two very season- 
able and impressive services; and it is now my desire to follow 
up these by contributing another of a somewhat supplementary 
character. 

The object to which the church is dedicated is the public worship 


_ of Jehovah; and I will seek to direct your attention to some of the 


leading characteristics of public worship, in order, if possible, to 
disentangle it from certain practical misapprehensions, and exhibit 
it in the clear, pure light of scripture. ‘To this end, let me direct 
your thoughts to that psalm, (the 95th,) a portion of which you 
have been singing. 

“O come, let us sing unto the Lord, let us make a joyful noise to 
the Rock of our salyation. Let us come before his presence with 
thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.” 
Here, dear friends and brethren, we have a grand and solemn invi- 
tation to the public worship of the great Jehovah, and at the same 
time a divinely authoritative statement of its great constituent 
elements. This worship of Jehovah is the highest and most enno- 
bling exercise in which the soul of man can possibly be engaged. 
In what does it consist? It consists in concentrating all the 
powers, feelings, emotions, faculties of the soul upon the greatest 
and worthiest object in the universe,—an object of whose resplen- 
dent glory this whole universe is but a dim and subordinate reflec- 
tion. According to almost immemorial usage, this sublimest acting 
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and engagement of the spirit of man has been divided into the 
great generic departments of prayer and praise. In order, the 
fore, that such services should be at once intelligent and acceptable 
worthy alike of the great Creator to receive, and of his rationg 
creatures to bestow, it is plainly implied that there should be th 
possession of appropriate knowledge ; and knowledge plainly impli 
the impartation of appropriate instruction. For, how could ye 
hopefully and intelligently pray to the supreme God, or how coulk 
we earnestly ask him for things felt to be needed and desi 
such as pardon of sins, and other similar and undeserved merei 
were it not for the assured knowledge, not merely of his abil 
to hear, but of his willingness to answer the entreaties of 
humble suppliant? how would we unite in glorifying and magi 
fying his character, attributes, and works, and extolling his unr 
yalled perfections, were it not for a due knowledge of his surpas 
ing greatness, and a due appreciation of his transcendent excelle 
cies? 
Hence, the beauty, the divine beauty, and significancy of th 
order and arrangement of the topics in this grand and solemn 
yitation to the worship of the great Jehovah—* Come, let us 8 
unto the Lord;”” but why come and sing the praise of the Loi 
Because, says the Psalmist, “he is the rock of our salvation ;’ 
is the rock upon which is the fortress and strong tower to wh 
poor dying sinners are invited to resort as a covert from the si 
and a refuge from the tempest; and upon which is securely plan 
the foot of that ladder along which sinners are privileged to elim 
to the realms of the redeemed in glory. 
«Tet us come into his presence with thanksgiving, and mak 
joyful noise with Psalms ;” but, why thus joyfully come to his pi 
‘with a loud voice and psalms ?—Because of his greatness and 
premacy above all rulers and potentates, yisible or invisible, natu 
or supernatural; for “the Lord isa great God, above all gods ;”. 
because, too, of that omniscience with which he can penetrate in 
the remotest recesses of creation, far beyond the knowledge or ke 
of man; and the omnipotence with which he communicates 
upholds whatever of strength or magnitude belongs to the migh' 
of his visible works; “for in his hands are the deep places of 
earth; the strength of the hills is his also;” and, lastly, bi 
he alone is the great Creator, the absolute sovereign of univers 
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nature, ruling and governing all things according to his good plea- 
sure. ‘‘ For the sea is his, and he made it; Fal his hands formed 
the dry land.” 

Next, we are earnestly invited by the Psalmist to “come into his 
presence, and worship and bow down and kneel before the Lord 
our Maker.” Why are we thus invited to prostrate ourselves in 
prayer and supplication before him? Not merely because he is 
the Lord our Maker, and, as such, has an original and indefeasible 
right to the entire services and homage of our lives; but because. 
in addition to this, he has graciously condescended to enter Fava 
covenant with us, effectually to feed us, and effectually to guide, 
govern, and defend us by his Almighty hand and power, when ne 
were aliens and wanderers in the mountains of vanity, delusion 
and perdition; “forhe is our God, and we are the people of id 
pasture, and the sheep of his hand.” 

Here, then, dear friends and brethren, we have instruction of 
the sublimest kind, beautifully interblended with the invitation to 
unite in the public worship of Jehovah. Here, accordingly, we 
have the Divine model and pattern, which has been imitated by 
the Reformed Protestant Churches in general, in peremptorily 
ordaining that public worship should be indissolubly associated 
with ample instruction in the varied forms of reading and ex- 
pounding the Sacred Scriptures—those vast and exhaustless 
repositories of a wisdom and knowledge emphatically divine. 
Let, then, we would say, the temples dedicated to the monster 
idols of heathenism, to the rationalistic unity of Mahommedanism 
to the virtually deified saints of anti-Christian Popery, exclude if 
they will, all the means and appliances of wholesome FE acto 
from their desecrating precincts; and let them continue to exhibit 
the spectacle of a sheer blindfold superstitious devotion, of 
which ignorance is truly reputed to be the natural and prolific 

mother. Such exclusion and such exhibition, on their part, are 
alike consistent with systems of error which have sprung fron the 
stagnant marshes of human corruption, and subsequently fomented 
by the delirious pretensions of human pride. But the God whom 
We serve is a God of knowledge and not of ignorance, a God of 
light and not of darkness, a God of truth and not of hollow 
unsubstantial mimieries. Right well is it, therefore, and befitting, 
that the distinguishing glory of the temples dedicated to his worship 
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for knowledge; and hence the source of a frequent and fatal del 
sion; hence the tendency, on the part of multitudes, to rest ES 
tirely satisfied in divine things with a mere abstract eee ki = 
ledge, which comes immeasurably short of a saving im nee 
the heart, or the real conversion of the soul to eee tah na 
to remain satisfied with a mere abstract intellectual aaa 
with the theory of redemption, instead of vividly apprehendi : 
the downright necessity of actually subjecting sauces t ie 
renovating, transforming processes of redemption. Oh, eatifo 
rous error !—oh, vile and mischievous delusion ! For, ae a 
abstract knowledge of food would be to the hungry em who h i 
nothing to eat; what the abstract knowledge of water would b : 
the thirsty man who has nothing to drink; what the Hits j 
knowledge of fitting raiment would be to the naked man a 
not a rag to cover him; what the abstract knowledge of archit - 
ture would be to the shelterless man who has no dwelling to as ae 
him from the inclemencies of storm or tempest; what aie pain 
knowledge of gold and silver and other mineral treasures vould 
be to the absolutely poor man, who is pining away in utter wretch. 
edness and want; what the abstract knowledge of combusti : 
would be to the shivering man who has no fuel or fire to a 
a esau and none other, is the abstract speculative knowledge 
of the divine truths of the Gospel to the unregenerate soul, or the 
- of that man who has never appropriated them, meized upon 
them as his own, so as inwardly to digest them, and cause the! 
to pervade, purify, and expand the entire powers and faculties of 
the soul ; and inyest, as with an atmosphere of holiness, the whol 
tenor of his outward life and conduct. Oh, woful, iinet : 
misuse of the knowledge of that which was tHe to et Be. 
hold humanity, universal humanity, wrecked and ruined amid #6 
tempest-tossed billows of the ocean-stream of time !—behold i 
life-boat of saving knowledge sent out from heaven to the rescue _ 
behold crowds of the shipwrecked and ruined leaping into it 
bosom ! But, instead of rowing it vigorously up Oo strea) : 
against the billows and the breeze, towards the celestial haven of 
safety and blessedness, behold them carelessly and merrily eliding 
pene dont down into the rapids—the resistless cataract ond 
: all soon precipitate them into the yawning depths of a bottom- 
ess perdition. Oh, frightful, soul-harrowing catastrophe! to see 


—the temples of a resuscitated and living Christianity, which is 
signed spiritually to illumine and indefinitely to expand the intelle 
of man, as well as to cleanse and ultimately transform his he 
into the burning purity of seraphic natures ;—oh ! right well 
befitting is it, that such temples should ever minister the means 
soul-awakening instruction, and ever exhibit the spectacle of a 
enlightened devotion, based upon knowledge, drawn fresh and p 
from the pellucid source of Jehovah’s holy oracles, and in insep 
rable alliance with the quickened actings of sanctified reason 
high intelligence. The subject-matter of all such knowledge be 
the revealed word of the living God, it is, in its range and varie 
jllimitable as its author ;—knowledge, embracing the decrees an 
purposes of the eternal counsel, the awful holiness of the gré 
Jehovah, and the desperate sinfulness and helplessness of m: 
the absolute necessity of an atoning sacrifice for sin to satisfy 
claims of offended justice; the divinity and marvellous ine 
tion of the eternal Son of God to work out a spotless right 
ness for us; the divinity and personality of the Holy Spirit, 
the necessity of the regenerating influences of his grace; 
absolute dependence on the Lamb slain, the sacrificed victim, 
the source of life and nntriment to the soul; together with t 
consummation of the processes of the redemptive economy, in th 
resurrection of the body, and the enjoyment of those pleasur 
which are at God’s right hand evermore ;—knowledge thus re 
ing back into the remotest recesses of the infinite duration tha 
past, and reaching forward into the remotest unfoldings of 1 
infinite duration that is to come—seizing, as it were, in its mi 
grasp, the two eternities, and holding them up to the conten 
tive gaze of the renovated spirit, irradiated with all the splende 
of heaven’s own light, and replenished with all the manife 
wonders of creation, providence, and grace. 

But, dear friends and brethren, while from the authorit 
Jehovah’s word, we would insist upon a thorough exhibition 
gospel truth in the pulpit, as well as a heart-searching applicati 
of it, we have a caution to give, a warning to utter, in conne 
with this important subject. ‘There is a risk and danger to wl 
in our day, souls thus replenished to the full with heavenly kno 
ledge are exposed. There is in this, our day—pre-eminently # 
day of boastful intellect and boasted intelligence—a raging cravit 
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the life-boat of knowledge, which was meant to save, converted, b 
man’s wilful negligence and perverseness, into a vehicle for m 
gently yet swiftly conveying myriads of the lost into the elinchi 
embrace of the fire that is never quenched! ‘To what use are 
turning it, ye who are assembled here this night? Let consi 
reply, as in the sight of a holy and heart-searching God. 
what use are ye turning this life-boat? whither, dear friends, 
ye plying your oars ?—up the stream, towards the gardens 
palaces of the celestial city, or down the stream, towards 
nethermost abyss surging with tempestuous fire? All heaven, 
hell, now pause for a reply ;—ready, here, to burst into hosam 
of praise—or, yonder, into shouts of fiendish triumph? G 
then, dear friends and brethren, come now, and disappoint he 
its expected triumph, and lighten up with new songs of joy 1 
realms of everlasting day. s 
But, while thus insisting upon the necessity of ample knowleg 
savingly applied, let us not be running into extremes. The te 
dency of blind, superstitious formalism is to exclude the preachit 
of the gospel of God altogether ; the tendency, in many of the 
testant reformed churches, has been to make preaching almost 1 
all in all. With the former, the tendency is to devotionalize e 
thing; with the latter, to sermonize everything. With the forme 
the tendency is to let a blind devotion, in the shape of mechani¢ 
ceremony and utterance, monopolize all; with the latter, to 
a cold intellectualism, or pseudo-intellectualism, in the ni 
preaching, monopolize all. The former would throw preachi 
tolerated at all, into a corner, to occupy a very secondary and 
ordinate place ; the latter would throw devotion in prayer and prai 
into a corner, to occupy a very humble and unworthy place. 
order to correct or get rid of such injurious extremes, on either s 
wwe must give special heed to the lesson divinely inculeated in 
a passage as that which constitutes our text;—a passage in 
wwe find prayer and praise proclaimed to be organic, or int 
essential parts of publie worship. Let us, then, briefly ¢o1 
the nature and extent of prayer, viewed as a constituent ele 
the public service of the sanctuary. 
It is the more needful to give heed to this subject, inasi 
there are endless practical misapprehensions abroad concernit 
‘Phe house, for example, which is set apart for public worshiy 
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called the house of prayer; the Sabbath, on which the public 
worship of God is celebrated, is called the day of prayer; the 
officiating minister is denominated the man of prayer; the Fath of 
sound words employed by him is called the form of prayer. Now, 
dear friends, it must be known to you that there isan extreme ae 
dency in formalistic or superstitious minds to take advantage of such 
Janguage, and use it as the ground of a false and ruinous conclusion. 
The idea is ever apt to seize on such minds that there must be 
some exclusively authorized persons, times, places, and forms, in 
connection with the offering of prayer. And do we not find fre 
a tendency sometimes carried out to its natural consummation in 
the midst of us? Let us, then, strive to get this delusion dissipated. 
Every minister of the Christian sanctuary is, or ought to be, in a 
high and peculiar sense, a man of prayer; but let us never forget 
that acceptable prayer is not limited tohim, For, what is prayer? 
Prayer is, after all, but the breath of faith, the pulse of the regene- 
rate heart, the direct and necessary outgoing and emanation of the 
quickened spirit. Let the soul be effectually touched by Divine 
grace, and immediately it lives, however feebly ; and, living spiritu- 
ally, it must and will breathe out its heavenward desires and wistful 
longings; and this soul-breathing is the very essence of prayer. 
One friend may pray for another, in the sense of intercession, as a 
friend, but not for another vicariously, as a hired or appointed 
priestly ‘Substitute. Dear friends and brethren, to pray in this 
manner is to pray by proxy; and to pray to God by proxy, as tens 
of thousands of mere formal, superstitious worshippers are now 
doing, is in itself as absolutely preposterous and useless as for a 
man to eat or drink by proxy, or to breathe by proxy, or sleep, or 
walk, by proxy. No, friends and brethren, if there be a particle of 
physical life in a man, he must eat, drink, breathe, sleep, walk, and 
perform all other corporeal functions, for himself; otherwise, it is 
a sign either that there is no life in him, or that it will soon cepirel 
So itis with the soul of man. If it be awakened by the Spirit of God, 
it must pray and perform all other spiritual functions for itself; anil 
if it do not, it is a sure and infallible sign either that there is no 
spiritual life in.it, or that it is fast lapsing into inanition or total 
extinction. 
As there are no exclusively authorized persons, so neither are 
there any exclusively authorized forms, for prayer. Is it not true 
4 


12 


that the very babe, not yet able to speak in accurate gramm; 
style, or even to lisp a single intelligible sentence, can m: 
wants thoroughly known to the loving mother by signs and ¢ 
if in no other way? And so with the babe in Christ. 
absence of distinct verbal utterances, there may be heartfelt s 
and groanings which cannot be uttered, but which reach and 
the ears of God, and, clearly apprehended by him, are answe 
and soon return with richest blessings. In like manner, thi 
no exclusively authorized times for prayer. The God whi 
worship is not like the feeble, dependent god of the blinded p 
who needs sleep and rest, and who therefore must have special 
for his service. Our God, the Good Shepherd of Israel, nei 
slumbereth nor sleepeth. The Psalmist could rise at midni 
praise him, Neither are there exclusively authorized pl 
prayer. The Gods of the heathen, who have material forms 
images, can only be addressed in prayer where the image 
Jehovah, our God, is omnipresent, and all places are alike unto] 
The housetop, the verdant field, the mountain solitude, the o 
shore, the wooded wilderness, the naked desert, the noisy stré 
densely thronged market-place,—all, all are alike unto him, 
man can be where he cannot give vent to the aspirations of a 
ened soul, at least in secret sighs, or broken, ejaculatory utter 
But though we thus would insist upon it, that the Scriptures dom 
with reference to prayer, sanction the idea of exclusively authori 
persons, times, places, and forms; and though we would thus 
our solemn protest against the dogma of blind superstitious 
thenism, or equally blind superstitious Popery, with the st 
freckled offspring of her decrepit old age, dotard ‘Tractarianism 
the detestable dogma, that acceptable prayer can only be o 
through certain antiquated patristic forms, by manually con: 
priests, in ceremoniously consecrated houses, and at tradit 
canonical hours ;—yet have we no hesitation in affirming that 80 
forms may be decidedly preferable to others, some persons 
liarly qualified, and some times and places pre-eminently sul 
Such forms would include the Lord’s prayer, the brief 
most comprehensive which the world has ever known, many 
psalms, and other portions of Scripture, together with sundry ¢ 
forms of prayer, from the use of which myriads of God’s by 
people find edification and refreshment to their souls. Such 
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sons are, or ought to be, the under shepherds of the flock. gathered 
out of the wilderness of this world,—Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
glory, being himself the chief shepherd and overseer. Such places 
may, or ought to be, those houses which, like the present, a pious libe- 
rality has reared and segregated from all ordinary or pnarany uses 
whatsoever, so as to leave the minds of the worshippers wholly 
undistracted by any disturbing associations at variance with the 
feelings of sacredness. And such times are, or ought to be, the 
Sabbath days, holy unto the Lord, and honorable,—those nei 
seasons, on which, at regular periodic intervals along the proces- 
sional march of time, the cloud of divine glory has, by the immuta- 
bility of the divine promise, been found specially to rest. 
Accordingly, dear friends and brethren, on those days of high 
solemnity, you, as professing disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
are privileged and invited to come up to the public sanctuary aes 
cated to the worship of the Great Jehovah,—to come up, and in con- 
nection with the offering of prayer and supplication to the Most High, 
not merely to be passive recipients in the way of deriving beniante 
from him who there prays, but actually to engage yourselves, in 
prayer,—prayer for yourselves and others. How is this to be 
done? Not trusting in yourselves or in any worthiness in your 
services, but emboldened solely by the express invitation and 
gracious promise of a covenant-keeping and unchangeably faithful 
God, you come up to the sanctuary, there to consider your 
earthly shepherd, not as a priestly substitute to pray in your stead, 
as if the form of words when used by him, could act mechanical: ; 
as a spell upon your own unexercised spirits, but simply as Sick 
chosen and appointed ministerial organ to lead your devotions, 
by giving utterance to supplication in audible sounds which ot 
can intelligently apprehend, powerfully feel, and deliberately 
adopt, as embodying the fervent aspirations of your own exercised 
hearts. In this way, this purely scriptural way, the public prayer 
of the sanctuary becomes, not the prayer of the pastor alone, as if 
he were shrouded in some undefined and undefinable veil af mys- 
terious sacredness, but the prayer of the tens, or fifties, or hundreds 
or thousands, who may be assembled; and who, being of one ieee 
and of one mind, unite with him, seizing upon, and appropriating 
his successive utterances as their own, and thus causing his prayer 
to become, not one, but by combination and spiritual affinity, man: 
1 one, or a mighty plurality in unity. : 7 
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Embraved, on the other hand, by the promises of his hea 
Father, and enheartened by the marvellous answers to prayer, 
corded in the volume of inspiration, the pastor or public minis 
the sanctuary, stands up in the presence of the great conetees 
—stands up as in the audience-chamber of the King k 
awed, but not appalled by the presence of the majesty ‘ : 
and there pours out his soul,—not after the manner an fs 
the learned and polite in elaborately prepared and meré "i 
cal forms, or nicely balanced rhetorical sentences, or is nf c9 
theological dissertations, or in ornate speeches set fone 
pous phrase and florid imagery,—and he pours fortl is 801 
jn such muddy and turbid currents as these, but in a Be 
stream of simple heartfelt devotion. Issuing full and fres| 
his own surcharged spirit, the devotional stream . adora 
and supplication distributes itself, as it were, abroat a i 
assembled believing worshippers, in many rills—amultip| lyin 
swelling as they go along, so that each separate rill oem 
prepared yessel of each waiting individual soul, with a vo ‘i 
equals the original as it emanated from the fountain hea i 
thirsty soul being thus replenished to a continuous overlioye 
rill of prayer thence returns ; each returning rill soon unit 
each, and all, combining in one mighty confluence constil 
rushing torrent, which, swifter than the rays of light, oe br 
outspreading wings of morn, and endowed with more than 
privilege of exemption from the gravitating force of mater 
mounts on high, and, passing the empyrean heavens, pours | 
in rolling clouds of incense into the golden censer in pele 
the great Intercessor before the throne, already filled witl 
which are the prayers of saints ;—and perfumed with the 
of his infinite merits, is graciouly accepted there, as a swe a 
ing savor; and thence returns, amid the cycles of a revolvi 
Providence, to enrich and gladden the parched and weary Spi 
on earth, like the refreshing dews on Mount Hermon, or rain uj 
the new-mown grass, or showers that water the earth. : 

The third great department of public worship is he I 
praise, in a general way, may be characterized briefly as #1 
plossoming and beauteous effervescence of a grateful heart. 
no means which man can devise may adequately or commensu 
set forth the praises of the great Jehovah, yet, throughout all ‘ 
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to sing unto the Lord in psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs 
has been held to be one of the most impressive methods of attempt- 
ing to do so, a method recommended by the example of our Lord 
and his Apostles, by such inspired exhortations as this of my text, 
and by the glimpses afforded in the sacred oracles of the nature of 
the employments of saints and angels in the heaven of heavens. 
But, apart from such authoritative sanction and recommendation 
we may know, from the constitution of the human mind, and the 
lessons of ordinary experience, that there is a potency in sacred 
song which admirably fits it to be a vehicle of the celebration of 
Jehovah’s praise ; since the solemn strains of music, whether of voice 
or instrument, tend above all things, speedily to dissipate the 
grossest associations connected with the ordinary turmoil and busi- 
ness of life—to abstract the thoughts and elevate them above 
the more grovelling concerns of time—to seize on and pervade, 
while they exalt and purify the feelings and emotions of the heart, 
thus preparing the soul as a fitter soil for the reception of religious 
impressions. Hence, as we may infer, hence the probable reason 
why, guided by the Spirit of Inspiration, the Psalmist placed the 
singing of Jehovah’s praise first and foremost in the order of divine 
worship; “O come and let us sing unto the Lord.” Hence, too, 
as we may fairly conclude, hence the chief reason why some of our 
Reformed Communities, such as that to which this church belongs, 
and the Presbyterian churches of Scotland, directed by the model 
which inspiration has supplied, not less than the instinct of a divine 
philosophy, have ordained the public worship of the sanctuary to 
commence with the singing of psalms, or hymns or songs, or sacred 
melodies ;—the human voice being, in the forementioned, as well 
as other cases, the only instrument. Not that we regard the em- 
ployment of other instruments, such as harp, organ, or lyre, as in 
itself sinful or injurious :—but because, however suitable, such or 
similar instruments might have been under the shadows of the 
Mosaic economy, where all was typical and ceremonial, and where, 
as has been often noted, the plurality and variety of them were 
admirably fitted to represent the diversified conditions and affec- 
tions of the spiritual man; we yet judge, on the whole, the absence 
of them fully more in accordance with the pure spirituality and 
Soul-elevating sublimity of the evangelical dispensation. 
While music, and especially vocal music, is thus legitimated by 
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£ 
you that all real music, whether in the form of melody or harmony, } oe 
or both combined, is neither in the human voice nor in the instru- 

ment—but in the soul;—whence it wells ont, linking itself with 
conceptions that are solemn or s1 blime, and pouring itself forth 
through the medium of the articy sounds of the human voice, 
or in conjunction with the iggrficulate sounds of instruments. 
Now if these musical sounds appen to be associated with words 
of piety and sacredness, which have no real meaning except to 
regenerate spirits, they who can find a sensitive regalement in the 
mere excitation of melodious sounds,—without any susceptibility 
of being suitably affected or impressed by the words which sym- 
bolize heavenward thought#and emotions,—are ever apt to indulge ve 
the fond imagination that they are of the number of the religious 
and the devout: they do delight it is true in the sacred melody; but 
alas! alas! it is not in the sacredness but in the musical harmonies 
which accompany it,—not in the godly sense but in the outward 
carnal sounds. And so, their piety, after all, is but the piety of 
the external ear, which is much akin to the piety of an organ, or 
lyre, or trumpet, or murmuring brook, or roaring waterfall ;—and 
their devotion, the mere excitement of sensitive affections stirred 
up by the play of vibrated matter on an organ of external sense, 
and so, in its essential principle, differing in no respect from the 
devotion of the serpents and cockatrices referred to by the Psalmist 
and the Prophet, whose envenomed rage could be allayed, and 
themselves riveted into apparent ecstasy, by the sweet notes of 
the charmer skilled in the art of charming wisely. 

If any further evidence were wanting of the power of this fell 
and fatal delusion, we haye only to point to those grand carnivals 
which, in different countries, are occasionally celebrated in honor 
of the God of the Senses, and popularly known under the name of 
“Oratorios,” or “ musical festivals.” For weeks the preparations 
are often conducted on a scale of royal magnificence, and daily 
bulletins are issued to report the advancing stages of the onward 

progress. The hall is gorgeously fitted up to fill and satiate the 
lust of the eye, the air is laden with fragrance and perfume; and 
couches there are of curious and cunning workmanship, which 
Soothe and satisfy the sense of touch far beyond fabrics of softest 

down; and delicacies there are within reach to! regale the taste, 

wafted from the fields and gardens of tropical climes. At length 


every authority, human and divine, it becomes us to be vi 
and jealous against prevailing misconceptions. We must 
equally on our guard against its undue neglect on the one h 
or its unwarrantable abuse on the other. With some of our 
testant churches the tendency has been to make too much 0 
and'with, others too little: and we must endeayor to discover 
true medium between these extremes. When the heart is 
and uninterested how can anything come forth worthy of the n 
of sacred song? the languor with which the praises of Jehovah 
too often sung is an infallible sign that the heart is spiril “ 
torpid or dead. You may remember what a great country 
your own—the greatest perhaps of all metaphysical theolog : 
the school of old orthodoxy—said with reference to the great 
gious revival of his times, “ that there was nothing in which dl 
intensity of the revival showed itself more conspicuously th 
in the outbursting tones in which the praises of Jehovah were 
brated in song.” Now, when in any congregation there is a fe 
ness in singing Jehovah's praise, indicative of a want of fira) 
above in the soul, how often, instead of waiting on God for thesti 
up of languid affections is there a tendency to try and make u 
the deficiency by mere mechanical utterances through the 
organs or trained bands of singers? I know no theoreti 
jection against the judicious employment of these as aux’ 
devotion; but there is a fatal tendency in lukewarm or fi 
able churches to regard these not as auxiliaries but as sul stit 
for the personal devotions of the worshippers. Now to sin 
praises of Jehovah by proxy is just as preposterous and use 
to pray to Jehovah by proxy. But the delusion connected wi 
is so very insidious, that there are myriads who can delight 
listen to sacred music, whether the instrument be an organ 0 : 
human voice, and because they enjoy it, are ready to conclude th 
they are in a devotional frame, and celebrating the praises of 
Most High. 
5 In pees if possible, to expose the source of this fatal delu: 
let me simply remind you, that, from the very constitution of 
nature a melodious succession of single sounds or a harmoni 
combination of simultaneous sounds is fitted to excite pleasu ri 
sensations in the mind apart altogether from any meaning, S} 
cancy, or sentiment associated with them. Further, let me r 
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the day of high festival arrives, and companies of men singers 
women singers, with their instruments of sound, and the lead 

the choral bands assemble there, and the mighty throng of : 
world’s gay votaries come crowding there. Among these, for au 
we can tell, there may be some poor stray wandering sheep fi 
the gospel fold, but assuredly among them are trooping herd: 
the notoriously ungodly and profane, the reckless, the profli 
and the reprobate. Then think how easily and delightedly e 
these moral outlaws can turn away from the ordinary produet; 
the great masters of music and of song, which portray the ineid 
and excitements, the joys and the pleasures that are associated 

carnal mirth and earthly felicities; and as they listen with the 
of sense to the strains of sweetest melody, embodying the ¢ 
conceptions connected with the sublime mysteries of the Chris 
faith, they can respond to anthems which vividly describe the p 
ing away of the visible heavens as a scroll, and the melting of th 
elements with fervent heat,—anthems, too, that seem to peal fo 

the very trumpet-sounds of the resurrection and final judgmen t 
with feelings of ecstasy as irrepressible as they are unutterabl 
And yet, all the while, their own hearts remain spiritually as 1 
changed as the granite rocks over which the evening breezes | 
been passing with gentlest murmurs; without a single spi 
thought or spiritual desire corresponding with the awful solemnit 
of a scene in which one day their own everlasting destiny 
assuredly be fixed. 

Would that by these and similar considerations one and all he 
this day were made to feel with reference to sacred music, w 
in the home or in the sanctuary, that the mere outward sound” 
jingle, whether of voice or of instruments, is not that spiritual 


redeemed in heaven; that the thrills of concord on the nati 
organ are not the divine joys of a regenerated soul! Would #l 
one and all were made to feel the force of the Apostle’s admoni 
“Twill sing with the spirit, I will sing with the understanding a 
Then would they never be found virtually singing, as many ala 
with heedless indifference, or singing to the regalement of 
own carnal sense, while they professed to be singing to the prais 
and glory of God. Thus, with a sweet and gracious sense 
Jehovah's loving kindnesses pervading the soul, and a divinely i 
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spired joy replenishing and employing all its powers and faculties, 
the renovated spirit would soon find itself stirred up from the 
depths; words expressive of the prevailing sentiment would soon 
flow in ready and spontaneous utterance, and that utterance would 
naturally manifest itself in audible cadences or sounds. Oh, how 
different from the vapid, insipid tones of the poor lifeless formalist, 
useless and worthless to himself, and horribly grating and discord- 
ant in the ear of God,—sounds which, as they roll along, cannot 
but whisper whence they come, even from the fount itself of 
heavenly melody, now communicating from its fulness to the heir 
of glory. 

Ah, if in this manner, on the Sabbath days believers came up to 
the house of God with the full intent and purpose of heart to praise 
him,—not with the idolatrous design of regaling their carnal selves, 
soon would their teeming and surcharged spirits find vent for them- 
selves in sacred songs. Each, singing with grace in the heart to 
the Lord, and finding scope for the breathings of the inner man in 
words which inspiration itself delighted to employ; and these words 
linking themselves with grave sweet melodies which soon assimi- 
late the sympathies of all hearts, with the symphonies of all voices ; 
there would soon arise such a tide and swell of harmony from the 
whole congregation of adoring worshippers as would prove, even 
in the absence of all instruments and refined and labored niceties 
of art, the most grateful music to the truly pious, and the most 
acceptable to God, the great author of all the harmonies of this 
immeasurable universe ! 

Such musie was wont to be heard, in days long gone by, on 
thy bleak upland moorlands, and dreary mountain solitudes, oh 
sorely tried and tempest-tossed Scotland ;—when thy poor perse- 
cuted children, hunted, for conscience sake, like partridges on the 
mountains, so often braced and embraved their spirits, by loudly 
rehearsing the songs of Zion, heroically to confront the stakes 
and the scaffolds of martyrdom. 

Such music as we have sometimes heard even in more recent 
times in thy rural churches and solitary churchyards, and seques- 
tered glens, oh, highly favored Scotland, when after the high 
solemnities of a communion Sabbath, the praises of the Divine Re- 
deemer, pealed forth by assembled thousands, whose hearts gushed 
to overflowing under the smitings of divine love, broke upon the 
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enraptured ear like the parting thrill of seraphie voices, or the fa 
sounding echoes of heaven’s own eternal hallelujahs. 

Oh, that there were in this and every other people such a spir 
to praise the Lord. Ye would not want ample food and mat 
for your songs. Ye could range through all creation, and cate! 
the holy flame, ye would with the entranced Psalmist exela 
“ Praise ye the Lord, praise ye the Lord from the heavens, pr 
him in the heights, praise ye him, all his angels, praise ye him 
his hosts, praise ye him, sun and moon, praise him, all ye stars 
light, praise him, ye heaven of heavens and ye waters that be abor 
the heavens: praise the Lord from the earth, ye dragons and 
deeps, fire and hail, snow and vapor, stormy wind fulfilling h 
word; mountains and all hills, fruitful trees and all cedars, e 
ing things and flying fowl; kings of the earth and all people, prine 
and all judges of the earth ; both young men and maidens, old m 
and children: let them praise the name of the Lord, for his nan 
alone is excellent, his glory is above the earth and heaven.” 
could then range for fresh aliment through the unfolding roll o 
divine Providence, with its wondrous records engraved as with 
pen of iron forever, in the history of individuals, nations, an 
empires, records of mercies and deliverances the most amazing, 0 
retributive judgments the most appalling. Above all ye could find” 
matter ever new and ever exciting, in the stupendous scheme of 
redemption. Ye might strive to emulate the choral strains of th 
heavenly host over the plains of Bethlehem on the first advent 
the Prince of Peace, And surely when ye rise from contemplati 
with the eye of faith and susceptible loving hearts, the astonishing 
scenes of Gethsemane and Calvary:—when conseience awake 
with its stinging convictions of sin and guilt, and scorching pre- 
apprehensions of the divine wrath ;—and repentance awakes, under 
a gushing sense of provocations and affronts offered to the majesty 
of heaven, into the overflowings of bitter but ingenuous sorrow: 
and memory awakes andrecalls to mind the Egypt of frightful bon 
dage in which by nature ye were enthralled, and the hell of horror 
on whose fiery frontiers ye were carelessly treading :—when faith 
awakes to apprehend the dreadfulness of the divine vengeance, 
whose terrible sword descended with swift and resistless fury to 
smite the Shepherd, surety and substitute of sinners, that out of his 
riven side the life-stream of salvation might freely flow ;—when 
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gratitude awakes at the marvellousness of that love which so broke 
through the mountain barrier of our transgressions, as to rear a 
fabric of mercy and pardon on the foundations of a magnified law, 
and satisfied justice. Oh, when by such heavenly contemplations 
and exercises of spirit the smouldering embers of languid, benumbed 
affections are blown into a glowing warmth, and the altar of your 
devotion is made to smoke with the sacrifice of loving hearts, in- 
flamed with the holy fire of God's ineffable love to you, surely, 
surely, ye cannot but respond to the jubilant hymn of the great 
assembly of the first-born, that surround the throne on high, and 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory sound forth the triumphal 
song, ever exhilarating and ever new, “ Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain. Amen.” “For thou hast redeemed us to God by thy blood. 
Amen.” Salvation to our God who sitteth upon the throne, and 
to the Lamb. Amen.” “Blessing and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God for- 
ever and ever. Amen.” 

“Come then, O come, let us singunto the Lord a new song, let us 
make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation; O come, let us 
worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker ;” 
for, in and through the cross of Calvary, he who before was to 
sinners a consuming fire, has now become our God, and we are the 
people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

And, finally, let us pray that in this beautiful edifice now first 
opened this day for the public worship of the great Jehovah, the 
glorious truths of the gospel of salvation may continue to be pro- 
claimed as now in all their purity and freshness and fulness, from 
age to age. hat the Holy Spirit may seal home the truths thus 
faithfully proclaimed with quickening power on the souls of the 
hearers. That through the preaching of the everlasting gospel, ap- 
plied and enforced by the energy of his almighty grace, tidings 
may ever and anon be wafted by angel messengers to the courts 
above, of this one and that one being born here. That this house 
may truly be found, from generation to generation, what it is 
designed to be, a birthplace of souls, a nursery for the Paradise 
above. That its habitual Sabbath exercises of prayer and praise 
may thus prove it to be a vestibule and preparation for the diviner 
exercises of the temple not made with hands in the New Jerusalem. 
That the heavens may be wide opened and the streams of divine 
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grace descend upon you and your beloved pastor—your childr, 
and your friends.—That your light may so shine as to radiate 

the remotest ends of the earth.—That through the vigor of 
inner life, your self-denying, man-blessing, God-glorifyinglibera 
may be so exuberant as to cause their vivifying, fertilizing influ 
to be felt around ‘the waste howling wilderness of heathendo 
And that all who have this day truly enjoyed mutual commun 
and fellowship in this earthly sanctuary, may, through grace 
the merits of the Redeemer’s accepted sacrifice, be privileged 

renew it without alloy in the heavenly tabernacle, in that bri; i 
realm, where faith is swallowed up in vision; and where the 
of Righteousness, once shrouded on the heights of Calvary, s 
in unclouded splendor, and shall shine forever, to irradiate 
pee of the redeemed—the immortal trophies of the cross 

men. 


APPENDIX. 


Iv order that the Congregation may possess, in a permanent form, and 
for future reference, an account of the interesting services connected 
with the laying of the corner-stone, the following has been published. 
As the first step in a measure which has had such a prosperous termina- 
tion, it should receive the attention it deserves. 


LAYING THE CORNER-STONE OF THE FIRST REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA. 


The corner-stone of the First Reformed Presbyterian Church, in Broad 
Street, east side, between Spruce and Pine, was laid with appropriate 
ceremonies, on Thursday afternoon, April 28th. A large concourse of 
people was drawn together to witness the interesting exercises. The 
services were commenced with prayer, by the Rey. Dr. McDowell, of the 
O. 8. Presbyterian Church, and reading of the Scriptures by the Rey. 
Wm. Sterrett, of the Ref. Pres. Church. After which the following 
verses were given out by the Rev. Wm. Ramsey, of the N. 8. Pres. 
Church, and sung by the large assembly :— 


Except the Lord do build the house, 
‘The builders lose their pain; 
Except the Lord the city keep, 
‘The watchmen wateh in vain, 


I will not come within my house, 
Nor rest in bed at all, 

Nor shall mine eyes take any sleep, 
Nor eyelids slumber shall; 


Till for the Lord a place I find, 
Where he may make abode: 
A place of habitation 
For Jacob's mighty God. 
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That stone is made head corner-stone, 
Which builders did despise : 

‘This is the doing of the Lord, 
And wondrous in our eyes. 


Blessed is he, in God’s great name, 
That cometh us to save; 

We, from the house which to the Lord 
Pertains, you blessed haye. 


Mr. Geo. H. Stuart, Chairman of the Building Committee, then 
the following statement :— 

Whatever tends to promote the prosperity of the Church of God w 
earth, and thereby to secure the eternal welfare of our fallen humanity, 
should be an object of interest to every sincere Christian. ‘The Chu 
which was once a “little flock,” has now, through the blessing of 
become a mighty host; onee, the object of ridicule and persecution, i 
now possesses the regard and love of every believer, and is cordially sup- 
ported by every reasonable and intelligent being. In this land where 
religion is neither trammelled by the edicts of tyrants, nor corrupted by 
its association with matters of polities, the Church has been peculiarly 
favored and prosperous. ‘This may be seen from the number of edifices 
yearly erected for the accommodation of the rapidly increasing followers. 
of Christ, and by the readiness with which means are obtained from all 
classes for the construction and endowment of such buildings. It hag 
often been a matter of question among Christians whether it is justifiable _ 
to expend a large sum of money upon the mere adornment of a church 
building; whether it is not going beyond what is expected and required. 
from the simplicity of the Gospel. However this may be decided, it is_ 
evident that we are to serve God with the best of what, we may possess, 
rejoicing in the assurance that He is not confined to one place ; and, that 
whether we worship Him in the solitude of the desert, or in the crowded 
city, beneath the broad sky, or within the walls of the beautifully deco. 
rated church, He is alike ready to hear and bless, It may not be inap- 
propriate on the present occasion, when we are met together to take the 
first step in a measure which is to alter so materially our position as a 
congregation, to make a brief statement of some facts in its past history, 
in reference to its organization, its progress, and the circumstances which 
haye led to the present undertaking. ‘The time was, in our history, when 
a retired and humble room was sufficient to contain the few who were 
attached to Reformation principles, and who, following the example of 
their Covenanting ancestors in the dark days of severe persecutions, pre- 
served these principles by meeting together in a society for prayer and 
Christian communion. The society which they formed, though few in 
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number, was occasionally gladdened by the preaching of the word of God. 
They were not satisfied with this; and in order that they might enjoy 
statedly the privileges of the Gospel, they resolved to form themselves 
into a congregation. ‘Their organization into a Church took place on the 
28th of January, 1798. From this date the history of the First Reformed 
Presbyterian Congregation in this city begins. At the time of this 
organization this little flock of Christians met in a school-house in Gaskill 
Street, between Fourth and Fifth, and there the ordinances were dis- 
pensed. From this time they continued to increase in number, although 
not enjoying very frequently the ministration of the word, until, in the 
year 1803, our late senior pastor (the Rev. Samuel B. Wylie, D.D.) was 
installed, and entered upon a pastoral relation, which continued for the 
long period of nearly fifty years, and which has but lately been dissolved 
by his remoyal to the upper sanctuary. Before this time, probably in 
1802, a church had been built in Mary Street for the accommodation of 
the congregation, in which they continued to meet until, from the in- 
crease of members, a building of greater capacity became necessary. In 
consequence of this, the church building, which we now occupy on Hle- 
venth Street, below Market, was erected and consecrated to the service of 
God, on the 21st of June, 1818. ‘The congregation still continuing pros- 
perous, and the church, as it then was, being insufficient, it was enlarged 
in 1829, so as to assume its present form. From this time forward, by 
the blessing of God, and under the fostering care of our late venerable 
senior pastor, the congregation made rapid progress; so that, in the year 
1835, a number of the members, residing at Fairmount, formed a separate 
organization, and haye since grown into a flourishing church under the 
pastoral care of the Rey. Wm. Sterrett. The prosperity which so far 
had attended the congregation was not diminished by this measure, but, 
on the contrary, rather increased until, on October 26th, 1843, our pre- 
sent esteemed pastor was ordained and installed as the assistant and suc- 
cessor of his lamented father in the work of the Gospel ministry among 
us. To his constant, earnest, and yery acceptable labors very much of 
the present prosperity of the congregation is owing. A few years after 
this, in 1846, another organization was made of members originally be- 
longing to this church, in Kensington, making the Third Reformed 
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia. No change of avy importance 
took place in the history of the congregation, which was still blessed 
with peace and prosperity, until we were called to lament the removal of 
our beloved senior pastor, which took place in October, 1852. This is 
not the time nor the place to eulogize him, who occupied so deep a place 
in the hearts of the members of this congregation, and whose long and 
valuable services in the cause of learning and religion in this community 
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have entitled him to a high place in its respect and gratitude. The 
greatest honor that can be given to him is that which has already been 
given :— That he was a servant of God from his youth, and for 
two years a minister of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” The pre-_ 
sent condition of the congregation, so prosperous and so peaceful, sho 
be a matter of great thankfulness to every member of it. The number 
of communicants in regular standing at present is about 600, making the 
whole number of communicants from the organization of the Chureh, in 
1798, until the present day, about, 2,142. The Sabbath School, founded 
in 1824, is growing rapidly under the direction of its present efficient 
Superintendent, and consists of twenty-nine teachers, and about 325 pupils, 

Such may be considered a brief account of the most important events 
in the history of our congregation since its organization. ‘The effort in 
which we are now engaged, is a necessary one, as is evident to the minds 
of all the members of this congregation. ‘The narrow space appropriated 
to our large and constantly increasing Sabbath school; the confusion seen 
from time to tie, on sacramental occasions; the many complaints con- 
cerning the want of proper ventilation; the decay of the building itself; 
pecuniary considerations; the often expressed desire for a new chureh, 
and the willingness generally manifested to aid such an undertaking; all 
these, and other circumstances have led us to engage in the present move- 
ment. The Building Committee, duly appointed and authorized by the con 
gregation to assume the control and direction of this affair, desire to express 
a sense of their responsibility, and their earnest desire in everything they 
do to promote the best interests of those whom they represent. In making 
a statement of the origin of this effort, it is necessary to go back in order 
to notice a former and unsuccessful attempt made by the congregation to 
accomplish the same thing. At a congregational meeting, held January 
11th, 1850, a series of resolutions were adopted, in which the Board of 
Trustees were authorized to dispose of the present church property in 
Eleventh Street below Market, if a competent price could be obtained; 
and also to open a subscription paper to be presented to each member of 
the congregation. They were also instructed, to call a congregational 
meeting, to take measures for the erection of a new church, as soon as 
the proceeds of the sale of the church (over and above the debts of the 
corporation) together with the subscription, should have amounted to the 
sum of ten thousand dollars. In accordance with these resolutions, active 
measures were at once pursued by the Trustees in order to effect the sale 
of the church building. At another meeting, held in the month of 
February of the same year, the President of the Board of Trustees stated 
that several offers had been made, but that none were of such a nature as 
to induce the Trustees to dispose of the property ; and that they thought 
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it advisable to make additional efforts to secure a better price for it. By 
that meeting, the Board were authorized to continue their efforts; to select 
a lot for the erection of a new church, in case they disposed of the old, 
and a Building Committee was appointed to receive estimates, and to take 
such other measures as might be necessary for the accomplishment of the 
object in view. In consequence of no offer having been made more ad- 
vantageous than that which had been already made, and because the sub- 
scription list had not reached so high a mark as had been expected, this 
attempt failed, and no further discussion of the subject took place, until, 
from certain circumstances, the present movement originated. The various 
steps which have led us to our present position, are familiar to you, being 
of recent occurrence. They may be, however, briefly stated as follows : 
An offer having again been made for the church during the latter part of 
1852, at a congregational meeting, held in January, 1853, the Board of 
‘Trustees were empowered to sell the church building we now occupy for 
a stated sum ($25,000), and to select lots for the erection thereon of the 
new church edifice. At succeeding meetings of the congregation, this was 
so modified as to leave in the hands of the Trustees unconditional power 
to dispose of the church, except so far as they were restrained by their 
concern to promote the interests of the congregation. 

In pursuance of this power, the Trustees continued the negotiation with 
the parties who had made the offer, and resolved to sell the church to 
them for the sum offered, if they would accept of certain terms proposed 
by them (the Trustees), for the payment of the money specified in the 
sale. These terms not having been accepted, all negotiations were con- 
sidered to be ended between the respective parties, and again the congre- 
gation was left in its old position, without any immediate prospect of 
attaining the object of its desires. During the above negotiations, 
many sites considered suitable for the erection of a new church were pre- 
sented and discussed ; but only two met with general favor, the one in 
Schuylkill Fifth Street, near Spruce, the other on Broad Street, east side, 
below Spruce. As it was not deemed advisable to purchase a lot while 
there was no certain prospect of selling the old property, no measures 
were immediately taken in regard to cither of these lots. But a prospect 
having in a short time appeared, in consequence of the advertisement of 
the property, it was determined unanimously, at a congregational meeting, 
held February 15th, 1853, to purchase the lot on Broad Street, owned by 
Mr. George Cadwalader. This purchase was effected on favorable terms, 
and the first instalment has been paid. At the same time, the present 
Building Committee was appointed, and endowed with all the necessary 
powers to insure the construction of the new church edifice in the event 
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advantageous conditions and terms, and having been duly ratified by the 
congregation, the Building Committee have since then been busily en- 
gaged in such matters asvare preparatory to the ereetion of the new church 
buildings. ‘These preparations having been consummated by a contract 
with a competent builder, it is now the intention of the Building Com- 
mittee to make such arrangements as may promote the speedy erection of 
the new church. And as the first step in this important work, we are 
assembled this day to lay the corner-stone of our new Zion, and to seek 
the blessing of God upon our undertaking. 4 

Gerorce H. Srvarr, 

Chairman, 

GrorGE GORDON, 

Roserr Guy, 

Hueu Crark, 

James GRAHAM, IJR., 

MarsHat Scorr, 

WirrraM Ray, 

J. S. Marin, 

Davin W. Denison, 

Marruew M’Brive, 

Secretary. 


Building 
Committee, 


Purrapevema, April 28th, 1853. 


The Rev. Dr. Newton, of the Episcopal Church, then addressed the — 
assemblage, expressing the pleasure which he felt in participating in the” 
exercises of the occasion, to manifest not only his great regard for the 
memory of the late Pastor of the congregation, whose instructions, in 
company with his friend, the present pastor, he had enjoyed while it in 
college, but also to testify his gratification at finding a new house of 
worship about to be erected in so eligible a situation. i 

he Doctor then addressed the assembly on the great work to be done by 
the different denominations as fellow-laborers in raising stones out of the 
quarry of our common humanity, and preparing them for the temple of God. 

‘A portion of the 102d Psalm, L. M., was then given out by the Rev. 
Wn. Blackwood, of the 0. S. Pres. Church. 
God in his glory shall appear, 

When Zion he builds and repairs; 
He shall regard and lend his ear 

Unto the needy’s humble prayers. 


‘Thou shalt arise, and merey yet 
‘Thou to Mount Zion shall extend; 

Her time for favor which was set, 
Behold, is now come to an end. 

‘Th’ afflicted’s prayer he will not scorn. 
‘All times this shall be on record. 


And generations yet unborn 
Shall praise and magnify the Lord. 


“Thy saints take pleasure in her stones, 
Her very dust to them is dear. 

‘All heathen lands and kingly thrones 
On earth thy glorious name shall fear. 
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The Rey. Mr. Willets, of the Reformed Dutch Church, then made an 
address. Holding up the open Bible, he referred to it as the source of 
the remarkable prosperity of this nation, and contrasted the condition of 
New England, with her ice-bound coasts and granite rocks, with the sumny 
regions of New Mexico and South America. Mr. W. then made a most 
happy allusion to the remarks of Dr. Newton, showing the propriety of 
agreement and co-operation among the fellow-laborers in the common 
work, and holding up the Church as a monument being erected in the 
distant Capitol of the Universe, to which the different churches in this 
lower world forwarded the finished blocks ready to place in the column 
being erected to the honor of the Son of God. 

The corner-stone having been properly adjusted, a leaden box was 


placed in it, containing the following articles :— 


The Holy Bible, published by the 
American Bible Society. 

‘The Westminster Confession of 
Faith, published by William 8. 
Young. 

The Psalms of David in Metre, 
published by Robert Carter & 
Brother, New York. 

Reformation Principles Exhibited, 
by Ref. Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. 

Reformation Prineiples Exhibited, 
being the Historical Part. 

The Rey. Dr. Gilbert M’Master’s 
Work on Psalmody. 

The Directory for the Worship of 
God in the Reformed Presbyte- 
rian Church of the United States, 

“Missions in Hindustan,” by Rey. 
James R. Campbell, published 
by George H. Stuart. 

The Banner of the Covenant, for 
1852-53. 

“The Upright Man in Life and 
Death.” A Discourse by Rev. 
Dr. M’Master on the Death of 
Rey. Dr. Wylie. 

The Rey. Dr. M’Leod’s Discourse 
upon the Death of Rev. Dr. Wylie. 

Evangelical Repository. 

Christian Instructor. 

Jewish Chronicle. 


The Annual Report of the Phila- 
delphia Tract Society for 1852. 

The Annual Report of the Phila- 
delphia Sabbath Association for 
1852. 

The Annual Report of the Phila- 
delphia Bible Society for 1852. 

The Annual Report of the Penn- 
sylvania Bible Society for 1852. 

‘The Annual Report of the Ameri- 
can Sabbath School Union for 
1852. 

‘The Annual Report of the Home 
Missionary Society of Philadel- 
phia for 1852, 

The Annual Report of the Sea- 
men’s Friend Society for 1852. 

Christian Chronicle. 

Presbyterian. 

Christian Observer. 

Presbyterian Banner. 

The Register of the Episcopal 
Church, containing an Account 
of the Death of Rev. Dr. Wylie. 

Sunday School Journal. 

Baptist Record. 

Episcopal Recorder. 

‘The Exercises observed on the Oc- 
casion. 

The North American and United 
States Gazette. 

‘The Weekly North American. 


‘The Philadelphia Merchant and 
Monthly Register. 

Daily News. 

Daily Sun. 

Public Ledger. 

Pennsylvanian, 

Daily Register. 

Dollar Newspaper. 

Saturday Gazette. 


One Portrait of the Rev. Samuel 
B. Wylie, D.D. 

One token of admission to the 
Lord's Table as used by the First 
Reformed Presbyterian Church 
in this city. 

One token of admission as used 
by the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland. 


Pennsylvania Inquirer. A number of United States coins. 


Eyening Bulletin. 


‘The lid was placed upon the stone by the Pastor, Rev. Mr. Wylie, who 
next addressed the audience. It was with no superstitious feelings, he 
observed, that we had met here this day. It was felt to be proper to 
“acknowledge God in all our ways,” and “whatever we did in word or 
in deed, to do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God, 
even the Father, by him.” When the foundation of the second temple 
was laid, the “ priests stood in their apparel, and the Levites, the sons of 
Asaph, to praise the Lord after the ordinance of David, the king of Israel, 
and they sang together by course, praising and giving thanks unto the 
Lord, beeause he is good, for his merey endureth forever. And all the 
people shouted with a great shout when they praised the Lord, because 
the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid.” That honored form _ 
which had stood beside the corner-stone of the Church, which the congre- 
gation were about to leave, and whose earnest and fervent prayers had 
been presented when it was laid, was no longer among us. Yet, if by 
the multitudes of messengers, who go from earth to heaven, “the spirits 
of just men made perfect” are informed of the events which occur on 
earth, he would rejoice with us in the commencement of an undertaking 
so full of interest to the people whom he loved so long and loved so well. 

Alluding to the union of ministerial brethren, of so many different 
denominations, Mr. W. remarked that it reminded him of the times of 
the Solemn League and Covenant, when the moderate Episcopalian, the 
Independent, and the Presbyterian united together in “the common 
cause of religion, liberty, and peace.” Nor could it be forgotten that at 
a time too when from fierce persecution the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
in Scotland was left without a ministry, it was indebted to aclassis of the 
Reformed Dutch Church for the ordination of the youthful and devoted 
Renwick. It was a pleasing thing that there was so much evangelical 
truth held in common, that so many different churches were built on that 
great foundation stone which the Lord had laidin Zion. It was also grati- 
fying that those noble principles for which our covenanting ancestors con- 
tended so valiantly, were now, in this land, so generally acknowledged and 
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adopted. These principles, he observed, might substantially be reduced 
to two,—that the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is free from the eom- 
mandments of men in all matters pertaining to her doctrine, discipline, 
and order, and that the nations of the earth in their national character 
are bound to conform the constitutions and administrations of their go. 
yernments to the supreme law of God. If a Knox, or a Melville, or a 
Henderson had lived in our favored land, they would haye found the secure 
enjoyment of the rights for which they were contending so nobly. The 
liberties which we possess are to be traced back to these principles and 
these honored men. A distinguished jurist of the Empire State had pub- 
licly maintained that the American Declaration of Independence derived 
its origin from the covenants of Scotland. Some of the more zealous 
Covenanters proposed to establish a republican government in Scotland. 
More than a hundred years ago a number of them renewed these solemn 
bonds at Octorara, in the State of Pennsylvania, and in consequence of 
the hostility which the then British government manifested, they were 
compelled to fly to the new settlements of North and South Carolina, and 
in that region originated the Mecklenburgh Declaration of Independence, 
which preceded the national declaration about a year, and which suggested 
its most forcible expression. Jefferson, it appeared, was acquainted in 
early life with the history of those times, and when preparing the Declara- 
tion searched the records of that period for principles and precedents. 
Mr. W. concluded by reiterating the gratifications which was felt at the 
exhibition of Christian union on this occasion, and expressed the earnest 
hope that “the Lord God would be with us as he had been with our 
fathers.” 

‘A Doxology, from the 148th Psalm, was then read by Rev. Mr. Cham- 
bers, of the Independent Church. 


‘The Lord of heay’n confess, 
On high his glory raise ; 
Him let all angels bless, 
Him all his armies praise. 
Him glorify, 
Sun, moon, and stars ; 
Ye higher spheres, 
‘And cloudy sky. 


0 let God's name be praised 
Above both earth and sky, 
For he his saints hath raised 
And set their horn on high. 
Ev'n those that be 
Of Israel's race, 
Near to his grace, 
‘The Lord praise ye. 


The benediction was pronounced by the Rev. Dr. Boardman, of the 
O. 8. Presbyterian Church. 

The plan of this church, and the building for Sabbath school and other 
purposes connected therewith, were furnished by Mr. John M’Arthur, 
Jr., an architect of the highest reputation in this city, who has bestowed 
upon them the utmost labor and attention, and has taken unusual interest 
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in prosecuting all the measures necessary for carrying them out. He will 
superintend the work, which has been contracted for by Mr. John M’Glure, 
a builder who stands deservedly at the head of his profession. 

The church is in the Byzantine style, and will present a front on Broad 
Street of nearly seventy feet, with bell towers on the angles eighty-two 
fect high to the finial. ‘There will be a cloistered porch in front, forming 
a cover to the entrance, from which the gallery stairs will start in the bell 
towers. The audience chamber will be sixty-three feet wide by seventy- 
one feet six inches deep ; containing one hundred and forty-two pews on 
the floor, Single galleries are to be on the sides, and double on the front, 
access to which will be had by four stairways; two in front, and two in 
the rear, communicating with the Sabbath school room. The ceiling, 
thirty-two fect from the floor, will be ornamented with exposed principals, 
filled with perforated panel work. All the glass of the church windows 
js to be enamelled. ‘The pulpit will stand upon a platform richly panelled 
and ornamented; the recess behind it will be circular, groined in the 
coiling, and surmounted by perforated scroll ornaments. ‘There will be a 
lecture room immediately adjoining the church in the rear, forty feet 
nine inches in width, by forty-eight feet six inches in depth, with an in- 
fant-school room and pastor’s study, the latter connecting with the pulpit 
by a private stairway. ‘The entire second story of this building connect 
ing with the church galleries will be occupied as a Sabbath school room, 
the dimensions of which will be forty-nine feet six inches by sixty-three 
feet six inches, thus making the whole under one roof, one hundred and 
fifty feet in depth, extending from Broad to Blight Streets, between 
Spruce and Pine, nearly opposite the Deaf and Dumb Institution. ‘The 
principal projections and carvings of front aind flank are to be of wood and 
stone, while all the other exterior surfaces will be stuccoed. 

In accordance with the above plan, Mr. John M’Clure, the contractor, 
proceeded to the erection of the new church. Speedily it has arisen from 
its foundations, fair and beautiful as it had promised to be. Much credit is 
due to the above named gentleman for the prompt and workmanlike manner 
in which he has hitherto carried on the various parts of the building, and for 
the courtesy which he has ever manifested in his intercourse with the officers 
of the church and the members of the Building Committee. ‘The thanks 
of the congregation are also due to Mr. John M’Arthur, Jr., architect, 
for the valuable assistance he has rendered during the progress of the 
building, for the part which he has had in adding to its beauty and com- 
fort. 

By the indefatigable attention and energy of the Chairman and other 
members of the Building Committee, sustained by the liberal contribu- 
tions of the members and friends of the congregation, and by the co- 
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operation of the architect, contractor, and others engaged in the con- 
struction of the building, the whole of the spacious edifice was prepared. 
for public services at the close of the month of April, 1854. The last 
Sabbath, the 30th day of April, having been appointed for the dedication 
of the edifice to the worship of Almighty God, the Rev. Dr. Duff, the 
distinguished Missionary of the Free Church of Scotland, and the Rev. 
Dr. M’Leod, Pastor of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, New York, 
were inyited to assist on the occasion. In the morning, the pastor of 
the Church delivered a discourse from 1 Kings, viii. 57: “The Lord our 
God be with us, as he was with our fathers.” In the afternoon, the Rey. 
Dr. M’Leod preached from Luke xii. 32: “Fear not, little flock; 
it is thy Father’s good pleasure to give thee the kingdom.” In the 
evening, the Rey. Dr. Duff preached from Psalm 96th. The Sabbath- 
School was opened in the afternoon at two o'clock, with appropriate 
services, the exercises being conducted by Dr. Duff, Rey. Dr. M’Leod, 
Rey. Robert Patterson, Rev. Spencer L. Finney, F. A, Packard, Bsq., 
Secretary Am. S. S. Union, Mr. John Wylie Faires, Mr. William Theo- 
dore Wylie, licentiates, and the pastor. 

The attendance throughout the day was very large, especially in the 
evening, when thousands of persons who came to the place were unable 
to gain entrance. ‘The collections of the entire day (amounting to $800) 
were appropriated to the cause of Foreign Missions, that in the evening 
(which was $500) being specially devoted to the Free Church College in 
Caleutta, under the direction of Rev. Dr. Duff. 
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